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Collection « À l’œil nu » / “With the Naked Eye” Collection
� is collection is for adults as well as for adolescents. Illustrated by creative designers, 
it aims to give readers knowledge of a subject in a lively and easy-to understand way.

A History of Intimacy with the Naked Eye
To have a room of one's own, to write one's diary, to dream, to show one's body, 
to choose one's sexuality: intimacy is at the heart of the emancipation and the 
empowerment of individuals. Its history is a long tale of conquests, violations and 
transgressions.
Since the 18th century, intimacy has not ceased to be recon� gured according to the 
evolution of lifestyles. But the recent emergence of new technologies is now upsetting 
the relationship to privacy and self-exposure. Hasn't the era of the smartphone 
sounded the end of intimacy?

Nature with the Naked Eye 
Populations that are in direct contact with nature see little point in naming it. � is 
is unlike Westerners, of whom the majority are urban, who need a word to designate 
it. But when we say “nature”, what are we talking about? A book for rebuilding and 
repairing social ties thanks to the environment.

Philippe Artières is a historian, director of research at the CNRS and works on 
ordinary archives. He is notably the author of Life and death of Paul Geny (Seuil, 
2013), of � e wild fi le (Verticales, 2019), and more recently of A murderous 
seminarian (2020, Essay prize of the Société des Gens de Lettres).

Anne-Caroline Prévot is an ecologist and a research director at the CNRS. She 
co-directed with Cynthia Fleury The Concern for Nature. Learn, invent, govern
(CNRS Editions, 2017).

NEW !
NEW !

19 € | 148 pages | 13 x 21 cm
Published: April 2022

978-2-271-13930-6

19 € | 160 pages | 17 x 21 cm
Published: May 2021

978-2-271-13221-5

19 € | 160 pages | 17 x 21 cm
Published: October 2021

978-2-271-13697-8

The Gauls with the Naked Eye
Resistant, rebellious, native…far from these cliches the Gauls are pastoral nomads, 
grain farmers, gold panners, traders and artisans. � ey live, exchange and create with 
all the pan-European peoples. � is is a new tour of Gaul in the 21st century, with 
amazing illustrations and an accessible text. Lively but serious!

Archaeologist, historian and specialist in protohistory, Dominique Garcia has 
excavated and studied a number of archaeological sites in the Mediterranean. He 
is the author of numerous articles and a book editor (La Découverte, Peter Lang 
Publications, Archaeopress Archeology).
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Who is Homo Sapiens? When did he appear? How did he live? What were his 
relations with his contemporaries, the Neandertal? Why is he the only species to 
have survived up till now, while others progressively died out? What do we really 
know about him?

In this book, Sylvain Chaty reviews the major stages of space exploration and 
analyses the di� erent hypotheses regarding extra-terrestial life. He also examines 
the possibilities of human habitation on other stars. � e reader is taken on an 
exciting adventure – and without having to endure the risks and dangers of real-life 
deep space travel!

With modern means, we know more about sleep, but we are still looking for its 
underlying reason, its primary function, which is without doubt common to all 
species. From dreams to the ideal sleep cycle, this book provides a detailed inventory 
of what we know about the subject, including how non-mammals sleep.

� is book tells you all that you need to know about our blue planet and how it 
functions. When we think of earth, we o� en imagine a solid sphere that is cold, 
homogenous and inanimate. Yet the earth is boiling! It moves, it trembles and it can 
crack open.

Homo Sapiens with the Naked Eye

The Colonisation of Space with the Naked Eye

Sleep with the Naked Eye

Earth with the Naked Eye

François Bon

Sylvain Chaty

Muriel Florin

Alexandre Schubnel, Romain Jolivet, 
Jean-Arthur Olive, Nicolas Coltice

Rights sold: Chinese, Korean

Rights sold: Chinese, Korean

Rights sold: Korean

Rights sold: Korean
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“� e Great Voices of Research” Collection
In short and lively texts, the great voices of research retrace their careers, present 
their work, and share their passion with us. As mediators, they explore all areas of 
knowledge, introducing us to the latest scienti� c advances and the great challenges 
of science.
Available as a printed book or audio book.

Meeting Chronos
François Hartog

While tracing his path between literature, anthropology and history, as well as the 
stages of his questioning of the ways of articulating past, present and future - 

from Antiquity to contemporary presentism, via the reign of Christian time in the West 
- François Hartog highlights the new challenges brought into play by the changeover to 
a new era of time.

Director of studies at the EHESS, François Hartog has published a dozen books, 
all translated into multiple languages, including Regimes of Historicity (Seuil, 2003; 
published by Columbia UP in 2015), Believe in history (Flammarion, 2013) and 
Chronos: � e West Con� onts Time (Gallimard, 2020; published by Columbia UP in 2022).

Size: 12 x 18 cm

Pages: 96

List price: 8 €

Thinking African History
François-Xavier Fauvelle

François-Xavier Fauvelle traces his research journey from South Africa to Morocco via 
Ethiopia and highlights the incredible richness of the history of ancient and medieval 

Africa. He points out the challenges of a fragmentary documentation that requires the 
use of archaeological excavations and ancient writings, oral traditions and contemporary 
uses of the past, while deconstructing the representations inherited from centuries of 
slavery and colonialism. A lively introduction to the history of Africa and its issues.

Professor at the Collège de France, holder of the chair "History and Archaeology of the 
African Worlds", François-Xavier Fauvelle has notably published � e Golden Rhinoceros
(2013, published by Princeton UP in 2021).

Sea Urchins: Messengers of Evolution
Bruno David

Living or fossil, sea urchins are strange animals in our eyes. Without head or 
tail, they are a key to understanding the mysteries of evolution. Bruno David, a 

relentless researcher, has investigated the echinoderms from the plains of the Parisian 
Basin to the abyss, using the most unexpected tools. A short book to understand the 
stakes of developmental and evolutionary sciences, and to learn while being amazed.

Bruno David is a naturalist specialized in evolution and biodiversity sciences. President 
of the National Museum of Natural History, he is also the author of At the dawn of the 
6th extinction (Grasset, 2021) and of � e Living World (Grasset, 2022).

Published: September 2022
ISBN: 978-2-271-14217-7 

Published: May 2022 
ISBN: 978-2-271-14173-6

Published: March 2022
ISBN: 978-2-271-14262-7

NEW !NEW !
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Jean Weissenbach

LES GRANDES VOIX DE LA RECHERCHE

D É P O L L U E R
L A  P L A N È T E

JEAN WEISSENBACH

Decontaminating the Planet

Einstein and 

the Quantic Revolutions

Claire Voisin
Making Maths

LES GRANDES VOIX DE LA RECHERCHE

LES SECRETS

DE LA VIE

NICOLE LE DOUARIN

The Secrets of Life
Nicole Le Douairin � ibault Damour

Gravitational Waves and Black Holes

Jules Ho� man

LES GRANDES VOIX DE LA RECHERCHE

L’ IMMUNITÉ
INNÉE

JULES HOFFMANN

Innate Immunity

Jean Jouzel

LES GRANDES VOIX DE LA RECHERCHE

JEAN JOUZEL

CLIMATS PASSÉS,
CLIMATS FUTURS

Past Climates, Future Climates

Gérard Berry
Computer Thinking

Maurice Godelier
Fundamentals of Social Life

Rights sold: Arabic, Turkish, Italian

An Ecology of Relations

Philipe Descola
Rights sold: Italian

Geometry and Quantum Mechanics
Alain Connes

Rights sold: Italian

Claude Hagège
The Linguist and Languages

Rights sold: Turkish

Cryptology at the Heart of 

Today’s Digital World
Jacques Stern

Black Holes and Quasars

Françoise Combes

Nobel Prize
Nobel Prize

in Medecine 2011

in Medecine 2011Nobel Prize
Nobel Prize

in Physics 2022
in Physics 2022
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Anne Brès is in charge 
of communication at the 

National Institute of Sciences 
of the Universe (CNRS).

� omas Wagner is the 
founder of the blog BonPote, 

a media to make climate issues 
understandable.

Claire Marc is a graphic 
designer specialized in 

scienti� c mediation.

Everything You Wanted to Know About 
Climate Change (or Almost!)
Anne Brès, BonPote, Claire Marc

A clear and concise graphic book to know everything about climate 
issues with the most up-to-date scienti� c data.

"� e climate is changing, but it has always changed"; "CO2 is not a poison"; "Polar 
bears thrive on the ice pack"; "Predicting the climate? but we can't even predict 
next week's weather!"; "In any case, humans have always adapted and will continue 
to adapt".
Who has never heard or read these preconceived ideas? Although the realities 
of climate change are becoming ever more palpable, and there is no more doubt 
among climatologists that humans are responsible for it, climate skeptics � ock to 
the slightest apparent contradiction or imprecise formulation and keep spreading 
erroneous information to clamoring audiences on social networks. Combating this 
disinformation is essential. 
With its seemingly lighthearted artistic style and research from the � nest scienti� c 
minds, this comic covers the basic stakes, taking stock of what we know for sure 
about climate change, as well as telling the story of how we came to know it.

“This book [...] is a very useful educational tool for all audiences. 

Climate change is a fact and an emergency. It is therefore necessary 

to understand all the challenges: its origins (human activities), its 

consequences (on warming, extreme phenomena ...), its solutions.”

Numerama, March 2022

“A book of general interest that should be in everyone's hands.”

Science & Vie, May 2022

“Designed to get the basics right, the book also responds to 

misinformation and all the skeptics who ironize about a cold snap 

and global warming, or who think that technological progress will 

be enough to overcome all challenges. With welcome diagrams, the 

chapters are deliberately short to provide simple explanations, and 

can be picked up as you wish.”

La Croix, March 2022

World rights available 
(sold in Korean)

ISBN: 978-2-271-13977-1
Size: 17 x 21 cm

Pages: 136
List price: 18 €

Publication date: 03/03/2022

Bestseller on Amazon

Bestseller on Amazon

Over 3 0 000
Over 3 0 000

copies sold
copies sold
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IN THE SAME COLLECTION

Amazing Chemistry
Directed  by 
Claire-Marie Pradier

Amazing Reefs
Directed  by 
Laetitia Hédouin

Amazing Life
Directed  by 
Catherine Jessus

World rights available
ISBN:  978-2-271-14380-8
Size: 16 x 21 cm
Pages: 300
List price: 22 €
Publication Date: November 2022

Amazing In� nities
Directed by Ursula Bassler

From elementary particles to space-time, from the neutrino to the Big 
Bang, from the proton to the black hole: what do we know about the 
in� nitely large and the in� nitely small? Two in� nites to be scrutinized 
and discovered to better understand the world around us.

The desire to understand the world in which we live has animated humanity 
since its origins, and is expressed, in the most ancient cultures, in the form of 

cosmogonic narratives and the description of the elements. Since then, conceptual 
progress, technological developments, and the use of mathematics to probe our 
environment and put it into equations have led to a better knowledge of what 
surrounds us. 
On the in� nitely small side, quarks, leptons and bosons are the basis of the standard 
model of particle physics. By studying them, we try to discover the secret of the 
organization of matter at the smallest scale. On the side of the in� nitely large, the 
origin and evolution of the Universe since its very � rst moments are scrutinized. 
� e two meet and interpenetrate: one cannot describe the Big Bang if one does not 
understand the in� nitely small; one cannot describe dark matter if one does not 
understand the in� nitely large. 
� e physics of in� nities is an extraordinary physics that is told with great abundance 
of superlatives. It requires large-scale transnational installations and takes us on 
journeys to the limits of perception, where we � irt with the speed of light and 
juggle with the limits of the properties of matter.

Ursula Bassler is a physicist, 
deputy scienti� c director 
of the National Institute 
for Nuclear and Particle 
Physics at CNRS. She served 
as president of the CERN 
Scienti� c Council from 2019 
to 2022.
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World  rights available
ISBN: 978-2-271-14425-6

Size: 15 x 23 cm
Pages: 384

List price: 25 €
Publication date: October 2022

Protect and Destroy
Governing Nature in the Tropics 

(20th-21st century)

Directed by Guillaume Blanc, Mathieu Guérin 
& Grégory Quenet

� is book brings together a set of case studies dealing with Western 
policies on the protection and predation of nature in the di� erent 
Souths (Asia, Africa, Middle East) throughout the 20th century. A 
major contribution to environmental history, by an international team 
that includes researchers from the universities of Oxford, Singapore, 
Maastricht, California, Versailles, Rutgers and West Virginia.

How has the government of “nature” in Asia, Africa and the Middle East been 
constructed over the course of the 20th century and up to the present day? 

From the creation of the � rst hunting reserves in the African colonies in the name 
of wildlife protection to the current models of community conservation favored 
by international organizations, this ambitious research project, which combines 
history, geography, political science and ecology, examines the negotiations and 
struggles provoked by “green colonialism”.
Whether it is the imperial management of forests in Singapore or Lebanon, the 
introduction of new species in French colonial Africa or the promotion of the 
“harvest” of large fauna, or the contemporary con� icts over the tiger, the elephant 
and the marine crocodile in India, these studies highlight the intertwining of 
colonial and post-colonial times. Before and a� er independence, protecting nature 
meant exercising power. And yesterday as today, the global conservation of nature in 
the South evolves to the rhythm of a permanent contradiction between predation 
and protection.

“How could anyone have imagined, at the turn of the 1960s, that 

the best way to preserve wildlife in Africa was to slaughter zebras, 

antelopes or other species to make them the preferred diet of 

African populations living near the reserves? Why were Indian 

farmers successfully trapping a man-eating tiger, which killed more 

than a dozen of them, threatened with death by urban populations 

living at a distance from nature? These paradoxical cases, this book 

teaches us, are in fact representative of a tension that runs through 

the relationship with nature in the twentieth century, in both 

colonial and post-colonial situations: protection is always linked to 

a form of predation.

This very international book, as much by the cases treated as by 

the authors mobilized, opens a major research site to question the 

evolution of our relationship to nature.”

Thomas Hirsch, editor

A lecturer in contemporary history 
at the University of Rennes 2, 

Guillaume Blanc is the author of 
� e Invention of Green Colonialism 

(2020; published by Polity Press 
in 2022) and Decolonizations 

(Seuil, 2022). Mathieu Guérin
is a lecturer in Southeast Asian 

history at the National Institute 
of Oriental Languages and 

Civilizations in Paris.
Grégory Quenet is a professor 
of environmental history at the 
UVSQ-Paris Saclay University. 

His publications include Versailles, 
a natural history (La Découverte, 

2015) and What is environmental 
history? (Champ Vallon, 2014).
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World rights available
ISBN: 978-2-271-13299-4
Size: 15 x 23 cm
Pages: 368
List price: 25 €
Publication date: October 2022

Masters and Slaves in the Mediterranean

(10th-19th century)
Jean-Claude Hocquet

A social and economic approach to slavery that allows us to understand 
how this tra�  c worked in the Mediterranean world.

On the shores of the Mediterranean, in the Middle Ages, slavery was a 
widespread phenomenon. It was everywhere, in the cities and rural towns, in 

the cra� s or in the guarding of the herds, in the patrician palaces as well as in the 
more modest houses of the artisans. Following on from works that have li� ed the 
veil that covered the practice of slavery in Christian Europe, Jean-Claude Hocquet 
delivers here a fascinating study.
By reconstructing, as closely as possible, the work and daily life of slaves, their origin, 
their capture, the markets and the redemption procedures, he draws up a true map 
of the slave trade. Initially con� ned to the waters of the Black Sea and the Eastern 
Mediterranean, it moved to the Balkan countries and Africa. Lisbon, Lagos, Seville 
and Cadiz then became the main suppliers of colored slaves to Mediterranean 
Europe; Genoa, Venice, Naples, Barcelona and Valencia were leading slave cities.
Jean-Claude Hocquet establishes above all that the di� usion of slavery had as its 
essential objective to counter the demands for increased wages put forward by the 
workers and not to � ll the demographic void caused by the Black Death in the 
middle of the fourteenth century. Religions, then, were not a brake on this practice, 
in Christian lands as in Islamic lands.
A particularly � ne and documented study.

“A remarkable sum, as close as possible to the condition of slaves 

on a daily basis and to European slavery practices that have been 

downplayed for too long.”

Nathalie Lempereur, editor

Jean-Claude Hocquet is director 
of research at the CNRS. He is a 
specialist in the history of salt and 
has also worked extensively on 
Venice. He is the author of Venice 
and the monopoly of salt (Les Belles 
Lettres, 2012), Venice and the See
(Fayard, 2006) and more recently 
Salt: � om slavery to globalization
(CNRS Editions, 2019 ; translated 
in Chinese).
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Trade, Money, Power
The Impossible Advent of Capitalism in China, 

16th-19th century

François Gipouloux

François Gipouloux examines the prosperity and constraints of the 
Chinese economy between the 16th and 19th centuries.

The dynamism of the Chinese economy since the end of the 1970s and its 
central position in world trade invite us to revisit a crucial period, that of the 

end of the imperial era (16th-19th century). During these three centuries, China, 
whose economy was nevertheless very advanced and � ourishing, saw a widening 
gap with the countries of Northern Europe. Why did this happen?
Many explanations have been given for this long divergence. However, little 
attention has been paid to the real players and the concrete ways in which the 
markets operate. � is book intends to � ll this gap by giving voice to the texts and 
by following the path of three central characters: the � nancier, the intermediary, 
and the commercial entrepreneur. Re-examining the origins of Chinese power 
also means discerning its fault lines, its breaking points and its weaknesses. If 
the late imperial period saw the multiplication of rich merchants, the capitalist 
entrepreneur was absent from the landscape. Capital, fragmented, is not easily 
mobilized: it is periodically destroyed or hoarded.
Contrary to many preconceived ideas about Chinese prosperity, this book sketches 
a bold parallel between the China of yesterday and today. It shows that wealth 
o� en comes from connivance with political power, not from institutions that 
facilitate the secret alchemy that transforms savings into capital.

“In the 18th century, China had an advanced economy and rich 

and powerful merchants. Why did it not experience an economic 

revolution like England? This is the question that this book answers. 

We know the explanations of the American Kenneth Pomeranz: 

England had plenty of energy (coal) and its American colonies 

provided the cotton for the textile revolution. Not convincing, 

retorts François Gipouloux after having studied three Chinese 

merchant networks in detail, and this is what makes this book so 

interesting.”

Alternatives économiques, September 2022

World rights available 
(except English, Chinese, 

Spanish, Portuguese)
ISBN: 978-2-271-13704-3

Size: 15 x 23 cm
Pages: 368

List price: 25 €
Publication Date: June 2022

François Gipouloux, director of 
research at the CNRS, teaches 

at the École des hautes études en 
sciences sociales. A specialist in the 

Chinese economy, he has nearly 
twenty years of � eld experience in 
Asia (China, Japan, Hong Kong). 

He is the author of � e Asian 
Mediterranean (CNRS Editions, 
2018, translated in English and in 

Chinese).



13

DETAILS

13

HISTORY & GEOGRAPHYHISTORY & GEOGRAPHY

World rights available
ISBN: 978-2-271-12911-6
Size:  15 x 23 cm
Pages: 288
List price: 23 €
Publication Date: May 2022

The Wardrobe of Totalitarianisms
Directed by Bernard Bruneteau 
& François Hourmant

� is collective work explores the clothes of dictatorships. � rough ten 
articles, the authors analyze how totalitarian movements sought to 
homogenize appearances and out� ts as a re� ection of the strength of 
the ideology.

Camicera nera of the Italian fascists or brown shirts of the Nazis, Mao jacket 
or starry beret of Che, red scarf of the Komsomols in the USSR or blue of 

the Pioneers in the GDR, Cambodian krama: all these clothes are emblematic 
of the totalitarianisms of the 20th century. As political symbols, they summoned 
imaginations and conveyed ideologies.
� e o� en scrupulous attention paid by the di� erent regimes - fascist or communist - 
to the codi� cation and standardization of appearances invites us to explore all the 
facets of this language of power.
Witness and instrument of a Promethean will to take hold and control, a sign of 
belonging and solidarity but also of hierarchy and submission, of subjection and 
exclusion, the wardrobe has made it possible to frame all spheres of social life, to 
exalt political values and ideals, to show a community united behind its leader.
How did the populations experience the obligation to wear this or that piece of 
cloth? What were the real e� ects of wearing these clothes? � ese are all questions 
that allow us to better understand the processes of recruitment and oppression of 
the populations, as well as their limits.

“A fascinating collection of articles by researchers focuses on 

clothing as a means of control over individuals."

Le Figaro, May 2022

Bernard Bruneteau is professor 
emeritus of political science at the 
University of Rennes. His work 
focuses in particular on the study 
of totalitarianism and genocide. 
He is the author of Totalitarianism. 
Origins of a concept, genesis 
of a debate (Cerf, 2010) and 
Totalitarian happiness. Stalinist 
Russia and Hitler's Germany in 
mirror (Cerf, 2022).
François Hourmant is a professor 
of political science at the 
University of Angers. He is notably 
the author of � e Mao years in 
France (Odile Jacob, 2018) and 
Power and beauty. � e taboo of the 
physique in politics (PUF, 2021).
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World rights available
ISBN: 978-2-271-12607-8

Size: 15 x 23 cm
Pages: 416

List price: 26 €
Publication Date: Octobre 2022

Ports of Europe
Images and Imaginary, 18th-21st century

Directed by Françoise Taliano-des Garets

Liverpool, Piraeus, Nantes, Bordeaux, Bergen, Cadiz, Barcelona, 
Algiers, Livorno, Palermo, Marseille: a tour of Europe’s ports and 

their imaginary, between the underbelly, confi nement and threat, 

on the one hand, and the call of the sea, exoticism and economic 

prosperity, on the other.

While urban policies nowadays value port cities that are increasingly 
attractive for their location and their renewal, this book looks back at the 

long history of the representations of these cities open to international trade. It 
takes us from Bordeaux to Liverpool, from Horta to Marseille and Nantes, from 
Piraeus to Saint-Nazaire, Dunkirk or Bergen, and invites us to discover the images, 
not devoid of stereotypes, of these ports that so many writers, artists, travelers and 
merchants have described since the 18th century.
� e image of these coastal cities has varied according to the times, to the rhythm of 
the phases of development of the port activity or of their decline. � e docks keep 
the trace of these transformations, whether they are associated with the shallows, 
the con� nement, the threat, the dream, the call of the sea, the exoticism, the 
economic prosperity, the modernity or, more recently, the overtourism.
� ese cities, full of ancient mythologies, sometimes a� ected by long amnesia, must 
now face their slave or colonial past and reinvent themselves.
Historians, political scientists, and geographers gathered here question the 
construction of these port imaginaries and study both the way these cities look at 
themselves and the way they are looked at from the outside.

“A fascinating plunge into the representations of European ports, 

at the same time places considered sordid and dangerous, and 

attractive and exotic. Port cities that must also confront their past, 

as the prosperity of some was largely built on the profi ts of slavery 
and colonization. Ports that never stop reinventing themselves 

until today, developing cultural and leisure activities, sometimes 

struggling to face the challenge of over-tourism.”

Nathalie Lempereur, editor

Françoise Taliano-des Garets
is a professor of contemporary 

history at Sciences Po in 
Bordeaux. A member of the 

Center for the Social History 
of Contemporary Worlds 

at the University of Paris 1 
Panthéon-Sorbonne, she has 

devoted most of her work 
to the cultural history of 

cities in a comparative and 
international perspective.
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World rights available
ISBN: 978-2-271-12884-3
Size:  14 x 20,5 cm
Pages: 256
List price: 23 €
Publication Date: Octobre 2022

Mississippi
The Lost Heart of the United States

Christian Montès

Beyond the images conveyed by the collective imagination (Mark 
Twain, the blues), a book to understand how the populations of the 
river have occupied, modi� ed, violated but also developed this space 
over the centuries.

The Mississippi is very important in the history and the imaginary of the 
United States, whether we think of Mark Twain, Bessie Smith, the blues, 

slavery, or the paddlewheelers. To such an extent that drawing a portrait of the 
Mississippi is also, in part, drawing a portrait of the American nation.
Yet, if the Mississippi, which crosses the country from north to south, is at the 
geographical heart of the United States, it seems to be on the fringe in political, 
economic or social terms. Is Mississippi the lost heart of the United States? � is 
would be a hasty answer and would ignore the revival of American Indian cultures, 
the rich heritage that attracts many tourists, and the presence of strong economic 
poles such as the Twin Cities.
Christian Montès invites us to travel down this river, from Minnesota to the delta in 
Louisiana, evoking the diverse landscapes, the cities that border it, the populations 
that live there, and even the migratory birds that � y over it. It also introduces us to 
the many contemporary challenges such as persistent racism, high inequality and 
poverty, pollution caused by hydrocarbons and petrochemicals, but also the � oods 
that we are trying to contain and violent climatic phenomena such as Katrina.

“A northwestern crossing of the United States, which thwarts the 

stereotypes of the river, too often restricted to Louisiana, and allows 

us to discover vast landscapes, cultures and a country in the grip of 

multiple challenges. Descending the river, Christian Montès makes 

us discover the United States differently.”

Nathalie Lempereur, editor

Christian Montès is a 
professor of geography at the 
University of Lyon 2. He works 
on American cities, urban 
planning, and spatial justice. 
He is the author of American 
Capitals (Chicago Press, 2014) 
and, with Pascale Nédélec, of 
an Atlas of the United States
(Autrement, 2nd ed. 2021). 

� e Tigris and the 
Euphrates
Marcel Bazin

� e Congo
Roland Pourtier

IN THE SAME 
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A Dragon in the Service of the King
The Maritime Destiny of the Chevalier de 

l’Espine from 1778 to 1793

Florence Prudhomme & � ierry Moné

Starting with the archaeological exploration of the wreck of the Dragon, 
the authors take us to the discovery of a little known episode of the 
American Revolutionary War.

The water, salt and sand of the paradisiacal beaches of the Dominican Republic 
inexorably erase the memory of men. Who remembers today the 22nd of 

January 1783 and the explosion of the Dragon, a discreet corvette of the French 
Navy of Louis XVI, secretly engaged in the American War of Independence?
In the early 2000s, it took the persistence of a few enthusiasts to make the remains 
of the Dragon and the mysterious and tenuous clues of a fascinating story speak for 
themselves, that of a nobleman from Provence, Joseph de L’Espine (1759-1826), 
entirely devoted to the service of the King.
At the end of 1782, at the age of 24, the intrepid ensign was charged with 
transporting the Captain of Génie de Courrejeolles, bearer of cryptic instructions, 
to Santo Domingo, where he was to lead a daring surprise attack on the strategic salt 
islands of the Caribbean. Pursued by an English squadron, L’Espine successfully 
accomplished his mission without losing a single man. But, cornered, he will blow 
up his Dragon, an old privateer cutter from Guernsey, captured and integrated into 
the French � eet, then rebuilt in Boston. A treasure for archaeologists and historians.
� is book retraces the story of this discovery, the investigation in the archives and 
reconstitutes the tangled threads of the destiny of a man and a ship between France 
and the Americas.

Florence Prudhomme, 
PhD in modern and 

contemporary history from 
the Sorbonne University, is 

an underwater archaeologist, 
professional diver class II B.

� ierry Moné, PhD in 
modern and contemporary 
history from the Sorbonne 

University, is a retired 
colonel in the French Army.
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Arab Political Writings
An Anthology of Ideas in the Maghreb and the 

Mashreq in the 20th century

Directed by Leila Seurat & Jihane Sfeir

Behind the great historical events (the end of the Ottoman Empire, 
the Sykes-Picot agreements, the maintenance of colonial domination 
a� er independence, military coups, the “Arab Spring”), what ideas have 
shaped the Arab political imagination and had concrete e� ects on the 
life of societies? An anthology of the political ideas of Arab thinkers 
of the 20th century.

Organized according to a thematic plan, this anthology of political ideas in 
the Mashreq and Maghreb aims to give an account of the way in which the 

government of populations, the organization of societies, justice and the common 
good have been thought, formulated and set in motion from 1920 to 2011. 
Composed of legal writings, press articles, and public speeches, it brings together 
“producers” of ideology with diverse pro� les: men from religious institutions, men 
of letters, intellectuals, activists and political leaders.
� is project wishes, on the one hand, to decompartmentalize the categories of 
“nationalists”, “Islamists”, “le� ists” and “liberals”, in order to show the numerous 
circulations. � us, many activists and intellectuals went from the le�  to Islam 
a� er 1967 and then to liberalism from the 1980s. On the other hand, it wants to 
insist on the way in which these ideas inform power relations. � ey are not mere 
statements aimed at giving an ethical horizon to politics, but discursive weapons 
used in the context of political struggles.
Structured around four main themes - the boundaries of the umma; the exercise 
of political power, emphasizing the centrality of the authoritarian paradigm; the 
economy and development; and self-criticism (with a particular focus on the 
endogenous factors of the “Arab unhappiness”) - this book questions the link 
between ideology and the revolutionary process, and invites us to examine the role 
of ideas in triggering uprisings.

"Yasser Arafat, Gamal Abdel Nasser, Hafez al-Assad, Muammar 

Gaddafi , Saddam Hussein, but also Sayyid Qutb, Messali Hadj, 
Hassan Al-Banna, Michel Afl ak: this series of texts makes it possible 
to realize the role of political ideas in triggering the uprisings."

Blandine Genthon, editor

Associate researcher at the 
Center for Sociological 
Research on Law and Penal 
Institutions and at the 
Observatory of Arab and 
Muslim Worlds, Leïla Seurat
is the author of � e Foreign 
Policy of Hamas (CNRS 
Editions, 2015; published by 
Bloomsbury in 2022).
A specialist in the 
contemporary Arab world, 
Jihan Sfeir is a professor at 
the University of Bruxelles. 
She has published � e 
Palestinian exile in Lebanon: 
the time of origins 1947-1952
(Karthala, 2008).
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Isfahan
History and Archaeology of a Persian Capital

Philippe Revault

A survey of the spirit of a primordial garden city, capital of the Empire. 
� is synthesis accessible to the general public is completed with a rich 
and elegant iconography.

In the center of a mountainous cirque, Isfahan emerges from the arid Iranian 
plateau. An oasis from which emerge sparkling domes, the high turrets of 

minarets and the rumor of a caravan city. 
Since the 17th century, all travelers have kept an unforgettable memory of this 
marvelous city, combining the trappings of an imperial capital and the most 
unexpected amenities of a commercial crossroads. 
An absolute work of art, this preserved jewel of Shah Abbas I (1588-1629) unites 
urban planning, architecture and ornament. Around a main axis - the Chahār Bāgh - 
is articulated a myriad of azure palaces, pavilions with shimmering earthenware, while 
squares, canals and gardens draw arabesques structured by water and vegetation. 
� e architect Philippe Revault, who worked on its renovation, shows us all the 
visible facets of this garden city. But he also seeks to know how the idea of this 
garden city was formed, how it should be thought with the philosophical and 
theological renaissance of the duodecimal Shiism, which allowed the blossoming 
of the “school of Isfahan”.
Jean-Claude Golvin, architect and archaeologist, who directs the collection “� e 
Spirit of Places”, presents here three original reconstructions of Isfahan.

Philippe Revault, architect 
and teacher at ENSA 
Paris-La Villette, has 

worked in North African 
and Middle Eastern cities, 

basing his creations on a 
re� exive analysis of local 

societies in their historical 
context. An expert with 
UNESCO, his projects 

concern old city centers as 
well as large housing projects 

in France and unplanned 
neighborhoods in cities of 

the South.

Roman Athens

Amarna (Egypt)

In the same 
collection 

– upcoming titles -
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NovgorodNotre-Dame of Paris

Paris in 1200 Lascaux Palmyra

Carthage
Pierre GonneauDany Sandron

Denis Hayot Romain Pigeaud Christiane Delplace

Samir Aounallah

“Spirit of Places”: a collection to discover the originality, the personality and the spirit of major sites of 
European and Near Eastern archaeology and history, from Antiquity to the modern era.



DETAILS

20

HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY

World rights available
ISBN: 978-2-271-13960-3

Size: 15 x 23 cm
Pages: 376

List price: 25 €
Publication Date: October 2022

Sex, Taxes and Kinship
A Social History in the Modern Era, 1450-1850

Sandro Guzzi-Heeb

Micro-historical studies that allow a better understanding, over time, 
of the factors that make sexual cultures evolve.

Contrary to a persistent idea, the “modern family” did not appear in the 
eighteenth century: it originated in the early modern period, with the 

establishment of marriage as de� ned by the religious reforms of the sixteenth 
century. With the emergence of the State and its powerful engine, taxation, the 
power begins to be interested in the intimate life of its subjects and to legislate on 
sex. Under the in� uence of economic transformations, from proto-industrialization 
to the spread of salaried work, new models of organization of kinship and gender 
relations were a�  rmed.
Moving away from a cultural approach, which has been dominant in recent 
decades, the author draws on case studies, conducted in particular in Switzerland, 
and compares them with the major developments perceptible on a European scale. 
He focuses his attention on the diversity of experiences, examining the sometimes 
contradictory realities of the peasantry, the working classes and the elites. Various 
practices according to the context, the environment or the political and religious 
allegiance can thus be presented. In this perspective, the romantic ideal of love-
passion and intimacy, which has long dominated representations of married life, 
appears above all as a powerful instrument of social and cultural distinction.
A synthesis to better understand the legacies that still weigh heavily on our 
conceptions of sexuality, family and conjugal relations.

“A beautiful journey through the modern era, based on the most 

recent works. The practices and politics of sex in light of the 

creation of modern states, industrialization and the development 

of capitalism.”

Nathalie Lempereur, editor

Sandro Guzzi-Heeb is 
professor of modern history 

at the University of Lausanne. 
He is notably the author of 

Alpine passions. Sexuality and 
power in the Swiss mountains 

1700-1900 (2014).
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Atlas of Medieval Muslim Worlds
Directed by Sylvie Denoix & Hélène Renel 

From the houses of wisdom in Baghdad to the great mosque of Cordoba, 
from the salt caravans in the Sahara to the military conquests of Nubia, 
from Marco Polo to the successors to Genghis Khan, this magni� cently 
illustrated and unprecedented atlas o� ers a fascinating overview of the 
Muslim Middle Ages.

The aim of this Atlas is to provide a broad overview of the political and 
military, economic and social, religious and cultural history of the medieval 

Muslim worlds from late antiquity to the early modern period. It is based on nearly 
two hundred original maps at all scales, accompanied by texts, source extracts 
and illustrations.
� e Islamic conquests contributed to the formation of a vast set of territories 
where Muslims held political power, dominating peoples with di� erent customs, 
languages and religions. It spanned three continents - from al-Andalus in the west 
to Islamicized India in the east - and opened onto two major maritime spaces, 
the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean. � is atlas explores the routes taken by 
merchants, pilgrims, travelers, students and scholars; it attests to the extent of the 
urban phenomenon as well as the wealth of exchanges in this area as a whole, and 
gives an account of its insertion into a world-economy in formation.
� e Muslim communities were separated into di� erent branches: the Sunnis 
and the Shiites, but also into a myriad of other minority currents that mark the 
religious topography to this day. If the fratricidal struggles were important, the 
con� icting relations with di� erent enemies from outside - conquests and jihad, 
crusades and invasions - reshaped the internal balances as well as the external 
borders. � e diplomatic activity that took place throughout Eurasia and from the 
Atlantic to the Paci� c, the circulation of ideas and literary or architectural models, 
testify, beyond commercial exchanges, to the extent of the networks developed 
over the centuries.

“The civilization called Islam, certainly unifi ed by the Muslim 
religion, is a real mosaic. And it is indeed an atlas of the medieval 

Muslim worlds that we have in our hands. Erudite, this work is also 

a beautiful book.”

Le Monde, September 2022

“This book will quickly become a must-have for students and 

teachers.”

La Cliothèque, July 2022

“These worlds that are revealed to us here bear witness to a 

richness that is too often disdained. The Middle Ages, however, here 

as elsewhere, display complex dynamics of relationships that are 

very instructive to discover.”

Archéologia, July-August 2022

World rights available
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Directed by Sylvie Denoix
(director of research at the 
CNRS) and Hélène Renel 
(research engineer at 
the CNRS), this book 
brings together a group 
of researchers specializing 
in di� erent � elds of the 
medieval history of the 
Muslim worlds.



DETAILS

22

HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY

World rights available
ISBN: 978-2-271-13979-5

Size: 15 x 23 cm
Pages: 480

List price: 26 €
Publication Date: March 2022

A member of the French 
Institute of Oriental 

Archaeology in Cairo, 
Hadrien Collet was awarded 

the prize for the best history 
thesis by the University of Paris 

Panthéon-Sorbonne 
for this work.

The Sultanate of Mali
Regressive History of a Medieval Empire 

(21st-14th century)

Hadrien Collet

How has the history of Mali been thought and told since the Middle 
Ages? � is volume inaugurates the Zena collection, directed by Marie-
Laure Derat and François-Xavier Fauvelle, which aims to publicize and 
disseminate current historical research on Africa.

Between the eighth and � � eenth centuries, a number of city-markets, city-
states, kingdoms and sultanates existed in the Sahel. � e most famous and 

best documented of these political formations is the Sultanate of Mali (13th-15th

centuries). � e epic of Sunjata, a monumental text of oral tradition, and the 
“Manden Charter”, sometimes presented as the � rst declaration of human rights, 
are all related to it. It is mentioned in several of the “Timbuktu manuscripts” 
written in the 17th century. In the mid-14th century, Ibn Battuta is said to have 
stayed in the capital of the sultanate, recounting his journey in his famous Rihla. 
A few decades earlier, in 1323-1325, his leader Mansa Musa had made headlines 
among Mamluk scholars during his pilgrimage to Mecca via Cairo. It is then, 
without doubt, that we are closest to medieval Mali.
In the absence of internal sources, this major pole of Africa in the Middle Ages 
can only be accessed through these glimpses of it over time. Hence the need for an 
archaeology of knowledge, capable of unraveling and understanding the multiple 
transformations in the ways of understanding Mali, from the 14th century to the 
present day. � is book is devoted to this ambitious undertaking, which, in a 
regressive manner, restores the metamorphoses of the representations of Mali, in 
order to better illuminate what it is possible to know about its history.

“A highly original “regressive history” that, perhaps more than 

the kingdom itself, sheds light on the way it has been seen 

and “thought” over the centuries, the metamorphoses of its 

representations and the infl uence they may have today on those 
who occupy its territory. A fascinating epic.”

Le Point, June-August 2022

“Hadrien Collet delivers a fundamental work for the understanding 

of the history of Africa.”

L’Histoire, September 2022

IN THE SAME 

COLLECTION

� e conquest of Ethiopia
Amélie Chekroun

TO BE PUBLISHED

� e masks 
and the mosque

François-Xavier Fauvelle
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Long Term World-Peoples
Chinese, Indians, Iranians, Greeks, Jews, Armenians

Michel Bruneau

Why do some peoples manage to go through history, not without 
profound upheavals, but maintaining a link to their highest antiquity? 
In this sharp comparative essay, the author looks for the reasons of this 
perennity.

Only a few peoples in the world, who have become nations, can boast of a multi-
millennial longevity, from Antiquity to the present day: the Chinese, the 

Indians, the Iranians, the Greeks, the Jews and the Armenians. Despite conquests, 
partial assimilation or colonial domination, these six long term world-peoples 
have succeeded in maintaining - or restoring - their language, their culture and/or 
their religious speci� city, and in reconstituting an independent state. � e Chinese 
and Iranians relied on a vast territorial base and successive dynasties. � e Greeks 
and Indians alternated between recurrent political fragmentation and periods of 
imperial uni� cation. � e Jews and Armenians were dispersed very early on in the 
Mediterranean and Eurasian space, and then worldwide. Unlike the Egyptians, 
none of them transformed themselves through contact with their conquerors. 
What are the factors which can explain the longevity, in� uence and resilience of 
these six peoples? What role did religions, societal structures, political institutions 
and languages play in the ability of these peoples to survive for nearly three 
millennia? � eir comparison should allow us to better understand the geohistorical 
signi� cance of this concept of “long term world-peoples”.

“Here is a book called to make date like the precedents of this great 

historian whose fascination for the trajectories of these “world 

peoples” since Antiquity is obvious.”

Confl its, April 2022

Geographer, specialist in 
geohistory, director of 
research emeritus at the 
CNRS, Michel Bruneau 
is the author of Diasporas 
and transnational spaces 
(Anthropos, 2004), Asia 
between India and China 
(Belin, 2006), From Asia 
Minor to Turkey (CNRS 
Editions, 2015, translated in 
Arabic, Turkish & Greek)
and Eurasia (CNRS Editions, 
2018, translated in Arabic & 
Chinese NS).
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Thinking the Mediterranean
Past and Present

Colette Jourdain-Annequin & Paul Claval

A geographer and a historian o� er us a great history of the Mediterranean 
and of the unity of this space. From myths and maps to the most 
contemporary art and literature, a look back at a space with a strong 
cultural identity.

The Mediterranean... the deep blue of the coves and the pink of the roofs, 
the dark soil of the slopes and the vineyards, the ashen green of the olive 

trees and the dark spire of the cypresses, the dry stones and the fountains... � e 
Mediterranean is also Algiers the White, the white and the blue of so many Greek 
islands, the mineral vision of the “dead cities” of the Levant, the song of the norias, 
the warm color of the sands of the deep East.
In this portrait with two voices, that of a historian and that of a geographer, this 
Mediterranean world is revealed and the way it has been thought, shaped and 
constantly reinvented by the Ancients, the Moderns and our contemporaries. � e 
Mediterranean, multiple and diverse, is nevertheless marked by an astonishing 
unity, very early felt. How can we explain this acute awareness of a space, of a 
particular environment - this “Mediterraneanity”?
Colette Jourdain-Annequin and Paul Claval retrace the way in which the Greeks, 
Romans and later botanists, geographers, artists and historians perceived this inland 
sea, based on the climate, landscapes, myths, cartography, languages, religions, 
know-how and shared ways of life. � e nineteenth century was a powerful vector 
for the idealization of this territory, before Braudel laid the foundations of any 
study on the subject. It is a space uni� ed by widely shared traits, but also a place 
of complex exchange made of con� icts or rivalries, which emerges from this study.

“History is a geo-history, a combination of human action in the face of 

environmental constraints, outside of any form of determinism. Such 

is this book, composed in 9 chapters that embrace the long time, and 

that are of a beautiful readability. Another beautiful proof of the very 

strong link between history and geography. [...] Nice program and 

nice demonstration!”

Historiens et Géographes, August 2022

Colette Jourdain-Annequin, 
professor emeritus at the 

University of Grenoble-Alpes, 
is a historian, archaeologist 

and specialist of Greece 
and its myths.

Paul Claval, professor 
emeritus at Paris-Sorbonne, 

is a geographer. He has 
devoted his research to the 

history and epistemology 
of geography, to the logic of 

territorial systems and has 
initiated cultural geography.
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Reclaiming the Public Space
Nilüfer Göle, Richard Rechtman, Sandra Laugier, 
Yves Cohen

Since 2010, there has been an increase in the number of occupations of 
public places around the world. From Algiers to New York, from Kiev to 
Cairo, from Santiago to Paris: democracy becomes concrete. Sociology, 
history, philosophy and anthropology: each author o� ers here an 
analysis of these movements from a di� erent point of view.

Maïdan, Tahrir, Gezi, Occupy Walt Street, Nuit debout... � e square 
movements that emerged during the 2010s in di� erent parts of the world 

have renewed public space and signaled a new way of doing politics. Each time, 
individuals from all walks of life gather to resist the powers that be, to proclaim 
their presence without putting forward a leader, to share emotions, to experience a 
new conviviality “on the spot” and to celebrate their diversity. � ese citizens take 
up questions of general interest in order to have a concrete impact on the common 
good. Democracy seems feasible, here and now.
How can we understand the meaning of these movements? Do they really herald 
a new political era? Or are they only isolated epiphenomena? So far, they have 
“naturally” run out of steam, or have been sti� ed by violent repression. Do they 
represent only an ephemeral dream? Nothing is less certain. � e e� ects of some 
of them continue even a� er their extinction, as in the case of Maidan. Above 
all, they highlight a fundamental trend: the now impossible vertical meeting 
between a heterogeneous society that claims a real space and a national political 
power that renounces its capacity to act in the face of global problems such as 
the � nancial crisis, environmental devastation, the expansion of terrorism and 
growing poverty. � e aspiration carried by these occupations of the public square 
still has a long way to go.

“I liked this book very much because it simply shows, through four 

different perspectives, how these occupations of public places are 

the implementation of a direct democracy, without representation. 

These occupations can have long-term effects, despite the ephemeral 

nature of the mobilizations.”

Blandine Genthon, editor

Nilüfer Göle is a sociologist and 
director of the PublicDemoS 
project, which aims to rethink 
“democracy” through the public 
place.
Richard Rechtman is an 
anthropologist. He has worked 
extensively on victims of mass 
crimes. He is notably the author, 
with Didier Fassin, of � e Empire 
of Trauma (Flammarion, 2007; 
published in English by Princeton 
UP in 2009).
Sandra Laugier is a philosopher. 
She has conducted numerous 
works on civil disobedience and 
radical democracy. She has notably 
co-edited � e power of weak ties
(CNRS Editions, 2020).
Yves Cohen is a historian and 
author of � e century of leaders 
(Amsterdam, 2013).
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The Great Satan, the Shah and the Imam
Iran/US Relations until the 1979 Revolution

Yann Richard

From the Second World War to the 1979 hostage-taking, Yann Richard 
analyzes 40 years of misalliance between Iran and the United States. 
� e novelty of the book lies in its willingness to understand the Iranian 
point of view, and thus to take into account the point of view of the 
Shah, the Islamists and the hostage takers.

November 4, 1979: a few months a� er the Islamic Revolution, nearly 300 
students broke through the wall of the American Embassy in Tehran and 

took 66 diplomats and employees hostage. Why such a brutal and spectacular 
rupture in relations between Iran and the United States? To answer this question, 
Yann Richard relies on American and Iranian sources.
In 1945, when the young Mohammad-Rezâ Pahlavi had just ascended the throne, 
the United States was perceived as the only country capable of freeing Iran 
from the Soviet threat and the heavy British tutelage. However, the American 
position soon showed its ambiguity, especially during the 1953 coup d’état which 
overthrew Prime Minister Mossadeq, who had promoted the nationalization of 
oil. Maintained in power thanks to the Americans, the shah became their best ally 
in the region. Enriched by oil revenues and leading a huge army, he ruled alone. 
Violently repressed demonstrations precipitated his fall and paved the way in 
1979 for Khomeini’s establishment of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
� e posture of the American armed with good feelings had been transformed 
into that of an unscrupulous dominator. � e Iranians had gazed enviously at 
Hollywood and consumerist prosperity. � ey were shown the mark of the collar 
that kept Iran in chains. It is the meaning of the Islamic Revolution and the 
hostage-taking to break this chain.

"At the heart of this book is a speech by Khomeini from 1964 

showing an incredible virulence towards the United States. This 

speech, which had never been translated in extenso, already 

announced the Revolution, nearly 15 years before 1979."

Blandine Genthon, editor

Yann Richard, professor 
emeritus at the Sorbonne 

nouvelle, is a member of the 
Center for Research on the 

Iranian World (CNRS). 
He is the author of Iran. 

A Social and Political 
History since the Qajars 

(Cambridge UP, 2019).
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Beyond Crime
Ethnography of a Global Gang

Martin Lamotte

A surprising dive into the history, the functioning, and the 
transformations of one of the main gangs of New York in the 1990s, 
originally from Puerto Rico, also installed in Ecuador and Spain.

Born in Puerto Rican prisons, established in the penitentiaries and streets 
of New York in the 1990s, La Asociación was one of the main gangs in the 

American metropolis at the time of the “war on crime” initiated by Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani. However, the Nétas, as they call themselves, o�  cially broke away from 
drug tra�  cking and violence at the turn of the 2000s, when they also expanded 
to Ecuador and then to Madrid and Barcelona in Spain. How does such an 
organization function, divided into chapters and hierarchical? What motivates it 
beyond � nancial gain and protection from rivals?
� is trajectory of a transnational criminal structure turning its back on crime 
invites us to question the gang beyond the cinematographic, televisual or musical 
imaginary that is attached to it, in order to shed light on the solidarity that can 
bind its members, its cultural, social or political ambitions, and the resources it can 
o� er to a population stuck on the margins of the capitalist economy.

“Films and series have developed a whole imaginary world around 

the gang, which makes it a modern counterpart of a mafi a that is 
also widely fantasized. At a distance from this image of a rational 

and pyramidal criminal organization, Martin Lamotte shares with 

us the daily life of marginalized people in our societies who fi nd in 
this common commitment a way to protect themselves in a violent 

context and to give meaning to their trajectory, by inscribing it in a 

collective and in a history.”

Thomas Hirsch, editor

Anthropologist and 
researcher at the CNRS, 
Martin Lamotte works 
on criminal structures in 
the United States, Central 
America and Europe.

War through Law
Adam Baczko

� e Dawn has risen on a 
Dead Man
Adèle Blazquez
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How to get out of violence?
Issues and Limits of Transitional Justice

Sandrine Lefranc

Supported by international institutions and NGOs, does the 
“transitional justice” implemented in countries ravaged by civil wars, 
dictatorships or genocides succeed in rebuilding peace and democracy? 
� is is the central question of this rigorous and critical book.

Transitional justice refers to the art of pacifying societies in the a� ermath 
of violent periods - whether dictatorships, civil wars or even genocides. 

International organizations and government advisors have been developing it since 
the 1990s. Criminal prosecutions, dialogues, investigations and public debates 
organized by truth commissions to establish the reality of the abuses, material or 
symbolic reparations to the victims, reforms of the judicial system and security 
services: it is � rst and foremost a question of breaking with the past. � e promoters 
of these initiatives also undertake to “heal” societies perceived as sick and to o� er 
recognition to traumatized victims. � ey intend to create peaceful and tolerant 
individuals for the future who can ensure peace.
Some people see in the signi� cant development of these various approaches a 
continuous extension of human rights and a decisive contribution to the making 
of just peace. But is violence a disease? Are political criminals really punished by 
these appeasement mechanisms? What do we really know about what the victims 
of political violence want?
� is wide-ranging investigation traces the emergence and rise of transitional 
justice, analyzes the trajectories of its actors, and examines the gaps between 
consensual moral declarations and concrete implementations, from Argentina to 
South Africa, from Peru to Rwanda. By questioning its various presuppositions 
as well as its concrete results, it thwarts a number of self-evident facts and opens 
the way to a renewed re� ection on the modalities for ending violence and the 
determinants of peace.

“Sandrine Lefranc [...] takes a critical approach in a well-documented 

book that synthesizes twenty years of refl ection and empirical work 
on the subject. This specialist in international justice and memorial 

policies explores with great rigor and precision the founding texts 

of transitional justice, but also the experiments conducted in South 

Africa after apartheid or in Chile after the military dictatorship.”

Le Monde, May 2022

“In this book, which is a real practical guide, Sandrine Lefranc 

[...] proposes concrete measures for States confronted with an 

explosion of violence - a civil war for example: subordination of the 

army to the civil power, creation of a status for the victims, training 

of the governors in human rights...”

Le Monde diplomatique, October 2022

Director of research at the 
CNRS (National Center 
for Scienti� c Research), a 

specialist in issues of justice 
and collective memory, 

Sandrine Lefranc has 
notably published, with 

Sarah Gensburger, À 
quoi servent les politiques 

de mémoire? [What are 
memory policies for?] (Presses 

de Sciences Po, 2017), 
translated into English, 

Arabic and Spanish.
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History of Islamist Mobilisations 

(19th-21st century)
Directed by François Burgat & Matthieu Rey

A comprehensive historical study exploring, in their variety, the 
expressions of Islamism over the past two centuries.

More than ever, Islamism polarizes, worries and questions. A� er so many studies 
and polemics, the book does not seek to de� ne once again the “essence of 

Islamism” or to re� ne the descriptive typology of its di� erent expressions (Sala� sm, 
Wahhabism, Muslim Brotherhood, etc.). It is more ambitious in proposing a global 
social and political history.
In order to o� er a world tour of these mobilisations, from Algeria to Indonesia and 
from Nigeria to Iran, François Burgat and Matthieu Rey have asked specialists in 
these various geographical areas to broaden the focus of the analysis. Far from the 
clichés about “the birth of Islamism in the 1970s”, their work goes back to the 19th

century and shows how the process is more structural. � is dive into the Islamist 
world is structured around � ve major historical moments, from the shuddering to 
the contemporary recompositions, via the colonial shock and the age of revolutions. 
In the same movement, it manages to correlate the major socio-economic and 
political changes in the relationship between the West and the Muslim worlds with 
the indigenous responses, not only cultural, to these upheavals.

“Their book is not yet another history of ideas, but rather a political 

history of social and cultural practices that crossed the entire Muslim 

world from the beginning of the nineteenth century, from Africa to 

Asia, in reaction to the invasive and colonizing modernity of the West.”

Le Monde, March 2022

“The refusal to adopt a defensive or security perspective is one of the 

original features of this book. As well as the attention to lesser-known 

pages of the history of these currents that are so present today.”

La Croix, March 2022

François Burgat, director of 
research at the CNRS, has 
devoted most of his work to 
the study of Islamist currents 
in the Arabic world.
Matthieu Rey, researcher 
at the CNRS (Ifpo), is a 
specialist of the history of 
political systems in Iraq and 
Syria in the 1950s. He is 
currently working on political 
practices in South Africa and 
the Middle East in the 18th 

and 19th centuries.
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Benevolence in International Relations
Frédéric Ramel

From individuals to NGOs and institutions, this essay delivers a plea 
for this moral principle too o� en accused of mawkishness. Without 
denying the reality of violent logics, the author calls for the recognition 
and ampli� cation of solidarity movements - whether it’s climate 
treaties, moderation in the use of force or humanitarian action - to 
better account for another globalization that is taking shape, beyond 
nations.

By making benevolence a component of international relations, this book 
o� ers a more sensitive view of our times and a toolbox for future political 

action. For benevolence does not only rhyme with mushiness and good intentions. 
And it is not con� ned to neutrality or to the hegemony cultivated by certain 
states. As a moral disposition, it is found in many diplomatic conducts, from 
commemorations to negotiations. As a practice, it promotes non-nuisance, 
temperance and care for the more vulnerable. It is re� ected in the restraint in 
the use of force in international law, the protection of global public goods, or the 
hospitality of ordinary people towards migrants. But it is above all at the heart 
of an ancient global political project, the solidarity of Bourgeois, winner of the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1920. For there is a natural, de facto solidarity that binds us 
all to each other, nations and individuals alike. Recognising the e� ects of these 
interdependencies is crucial for all of humanity.
Exploring and describing lucidly these forms of benevolence is a necessity. It opens 
up ways to reinterpret the past, but also to act within our world, given the threats 
and risks that a� ect us, from pandemics to climate change.

“The conceptual basis of the book is impressive, and brings back 

to mind writings relatively marginalized by the state-realistic 

dominance of the last two centuries.”

Politique étrangère, June 2022

“There is some irony in evoking benevolence at a time when 

Europe, after the brutal invasion of Ukraine by Russia, is plunged 

into one of its most serious crises since the Second World War. 

The interest of Frédéric Ramel’s book lies in the fact that it puts 

this “affective disposition towards others” back at the center of his 

patient refl ection at a time when realpolitik seems to be much more 

fashionable.”

Sciences humaines, June 2022

Frédéric Ramel is a 
university professor and 
director of the Political 
Science Department at 

Sciences Politiques. He is 
the author of numerous 

books including Philosophy 
of international relations

(Presses de Sciences Po, 2011) 
and Global Diplomacy, with 

T. Balzacq & F. Charillon 
(Presses de Sciences Po, 

2011; published by Palgrave-
Macmillan, 2020).
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The Value of the Footballer
Socio-history of a Collective Production

Manuel Schotté

A vast investigation on soccer as a social fact, to understand a major 
phenomenon of our societies.

Today, soccer stars are among the most prominent media personalities and, 
alongside the heads of the largest companies or the � nancial elites, among 

the best paid employees in the world. � is situation, which is the source of so many 
discussions and press articles expressing surprise at seeing working-class employees, 
mostly from the working and middle classes, join the ranks of the great fortunes, is 
the subject of this survey. Why can excelling at soccer lead you - if you are a man - 
to fame and fortune?
Taken seriously, the question actually implies multiplying the angles of view. How 
did modern soccer become established and formalized in the 19th century? What 
are the dynamics of valorization, driven by club presidents, the media and fans, 
that contributed to its growing popularity throughout the 20th century? How was 
the wage market structured, at the turn of the 21st century, in favor of the players, 
and in particular a small minority of them?
Seemingly trivial, the question leads to a renewed re� ection on the production 
of value - symbolic and � nancial - as well as the manufacture of great men in 
contemporary societies.

“Why do footballers earn so much money? To answer this recurrent 

question, which is the subject of recurrent arguments in the café, 

in the stands or in the media, it is actually necessary to take up the 

whole social and economic history of soccer. Manuel Schotté does 

it in a very pedagogical way and develops an analysis that allows to 

understand also other sports and more generally the place given to 

"great men" (rather than women) in our democratic regimes based 

on equality in law.”

Thomas Hirsch, editor

Professor of sociology at the 
University of Lille, specialist 
in issues related to sport, 
talent and charisma, Manuel 
Schotté has notably published 
� e construction of "talent". 
Sociology of the domination of 
Moroccan runners (Raisons 
d’agir, 2012).
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Do you meme?
From Parody to Digital Pandemic

François Jost

� e � rst investigation on a major phenomenon of digital culture: 
the meme. A semiologist’s analysis of a new form of expression and 
communication that has become massive.

The memes, these images or sequences of still or animated images, transformed 
and diverted, � ood the web and our messaging systems. Nobody escapes them. 

� ey circulate on the Internet, within everyone’s reach, to make us laugh, to criticize 
or to make us think.
Sometimes looked at with contempt, this new manifestation of the pop culture 
conceals a complex world, which it is necessary to penetrate to seize all its richness. 
Because if the memes are humorous forms, they say a lot about the world, the actuality 
and about ourselves. Not only to make fun, but also to denounce, to support a cause 
or simply to express our fears, as we saw during the pandemic.
Popular, proliferating, and massive, the culture of the meme deserved to be 
deciphered. With his semiologist’s eye, François Jost dissects the mechanics of 
this culture, revealing its motives, uses and social and political roles. A fascinating 
excursion into our daily digital life.

“The author’s analysis is fascinating, giving an unsuspected historical 

and scientifi c depth to the phenomenon!”

Sciences et Avenir, June 2022

“François Jost’s book has the merit of making this “sort of visual 

Esperanto” more intelligible and of communicating the author’s taste 

for these digital objects that play on “this dialectic between repetition 

and variation (...) at the center of all the works that have fascinated 

us.” The reading will have moreover all interest to be made with a 

screen within reach, because the quoted references give irresistibly 

desire to go to explore in situ this abundant “memic culture”.”

La Croix, June 2022

Professor emeritus at 
the Sorbonne Nouvelle, 
semiologist, founder of 

the Center for the Study 
of Media Images and 

Sounds, François Jost is 
the author of numerous 

books on images and 
media, including 

The cult of the banal 
(CNRS Editions, 2007; 

translated in Spanish 
and Slovak), Spitefulness 

in action in the digital 
age (CNRS Editions, 

2018) and Media: Getting 
out of the hate? (CNRS 

Editions, 2020).
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To Communicate is to Negotiate
Dominique Wolton

Communication? An essential political issue of this century, when 
di� erences have never been so visible and violent. How to avoid that 
fear turns into hatred of the other? How to succeed in negotiating and 
living together? How to prefer words to blows?

Globalization, despite its in� nite technical promises, has not reduced our 
di�  culties in communicating. Lost in the interactive solitudes, each one 

seeks the other, alas, rarely at the appointment.
Negotiate. To cohabit. Everything to avoid the failure of communication and 
the risk of war. Europe is the paradoxical success of this. Never in agreement, but 
always together.
Communication, we dreamed it would be perfect, technical and immediate, it 
turns out to be fragile, political and human. Communication, in the end, is always 
the risk of the other.

� is book is part of a trilogy on a political theory of communication: To inform is 
not to communicate (2021), To Communicate is to Negotiate (2022) and � inking 
incommunication (2023).

“Dominique Wolton defends the place of advertising creation, while 

calling to rebel against technological fascination.”

Le Monde, July 2022

Dominique Wolton 
founded in 1988 and 
directs the international 
journal Hermès (CNRS). 
He is the author of some 
thirty books translated into 
twenty languages, including 
Praise for the general public, 
� inking communication, � e 
other globalization.
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� e return of borders
Michel Foucher

Community, society, 
culture
Maurice Godelier

Michel

Foucher

Le retour

des

frontières
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Literature
A data visualization

Alexandre Gefen & Guillemette Crozet

� anks to the collaboration of a specialist in contemporary literature 
and an outstanding graphic designer, Literature. A data visualization
reports, through infographics, on the stakes of this major art. 

Did you know that the � rst Nobel Prize in music (before Bob Dylan) was 
awarded to the Indian author Rabindranath Tagore in 1913; that Lucinda 

Riley is the most translated author in the world; that the very � rst print run of the 
� rst volume of Harry Potter was 500 copies; that � e Little Prince exists in 382 
languages; that the worldwide sales of the manga One Piece have now surpassed 
those of Asterix; that without Les Précieuses ridicules, there would never have 
been a Moliere; that in H. G Wells’ � e Time Machine (1895) begins in the year 
802 701; that Sophocles’ Oedipus King is considered the very � rst detective story 
in history?
� is is what you will discover by immersing yourself in this magni� cent and 
abundant computer graphics book. In a hundred pages, this book o� ers a new 
graphic style, as rich as it is playful, to a readership now in� uenced by visual and 
digital cultures. � anks to datavisualization, the reader will be immersed in the 
world of literature, to meet its history, its genres, its authors, its works and their 
circulation, but also its readers.
From the cartography of Balzac’s imaginary France to the history of the African epic 
Mvet Ekang, via the lexical network of the Count of Monte Cristo, the di� erent 
forms of poetry from the Middle Ages to the present day, and the description of 
the Classic of Poetry, the � rst Chinese work, this book is not content to simply 
give graphic representations of literary history and genres. It o� ers an original, 
o� -center and o�  eat approach to the idea of literature and a very rich and global 
panorama of the di� erent forms it has taken over the centuries.

“We can't imagine to what extent the colorful graphics, the original 

aesthetic forms, or the unexpected representations, can allow us to 

apprehend books and literature in a different way. A great gift to 

give to anyone who loves to read.”

Blandine Genthon, editor

Research director at the CNRS, 
Alexandre Gefen is a specialist 

in contemporary literature. 
Founder of Fabula.org,
he is also interested in 

digital humanities, notably 
through networked writing 
and digital cultures. He has 

recently published Repairing 
the world. French literature 

in the 21st century (Corti, 
2017) and Literature is a 

political matter (Editions de 
l’observatoire, 2022).

Guillemette Crozet is a 
datavisualist, information 

designer and cartographer. 
Literature. A data visualization

is her � rst book.
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The Internet
A data visualization

Tristan Mendès France, Quintin Leeds

Explore the contours of the web all over the world, and dive into the 
digital cultures thanks to a rich and playful infographic!

Do you know where the word «spam» comes from? Did you know that we 
will soon have Wi�  on Mars, or that the � rst electronic message exchanged 

between two computers was in 1965? Or, � nally, that Filipinos spend the most 
time on social media each day?
In just one hundred pages, this impressive computer graphics book with its 
abundant material o� ers a new graphic style, as rich as it is playful, to a readership 
that now and into the future will be in� uenced by visual and digital cultures. 
� anks to data visualisation, the reader is immersed in the world of the Internet, 
encountering its history, technology, main players, excesses and promises. From 
the mapping of submarine cables across the globe to the disturbing invasion 
of connected objects, from the activism of leaders on social networks, and the 
exploration of Internet games to the challenges of online information, this book 
outlines the contours of the web around the planet. It also reviews how the 
Internet is fundamentally changing the daily life of its � ve billion users and their 
relationship with the world.
� anks to the collaboration of an Internet specialist and an outstanding 
graphic designer, this work re� ects the major challenges of our time and our 
ultraconnected world.

“Stunned! Yes, one comes out of the reading of this data 

visualization book a little stunned. The retina remains impressed by 

the festival of colors offered by hundreds of graphics, all of very 

high quality and very accessible, thanks to the talent of Quintin 
Leeds. The brain pitches under the mass of data, collected and 

processed by Tristan Mendès France [...].”

Les Echos, November 2021

“The book Internet translates in a very visual way signifi cant data on 
the development of the Web and its omnipresence in our lives. 

A clear, entertaining and informative book.”

La Croix l’Hebdo, November 2021

Tristan Mendès France is a 
specialist in digital cultures 
and an associate lecturer at the 
University of Paris.
Quintin Leeds is a graphic 
designer. He studied graphic 
design at the Duperré School 
of Applied Arts in Paris and 
has worked mainly in magazine 
and newspaper publication, 
including as art director of 
two French national daily 
newspapers, Libération
and Le Monde.
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The Last Empire of the Press
A Sociology of Journalism in Japan

César Castellvi

In this study of the Japanese press, the author deciphers its originality, 
its strengths and weaknesses, and the challenges and transformations 
it faces today.

In the face of the decline of the press in the West, the Japanese press shows 
good health and an unexpected resistance to new technologies, having the 

highest circulation daily newspapers in the world (Yomiuri Shinbun, around 8 
million copies per day and Asahi Shinbun, 6 million). Leading national media, 
the Japanese press also stands out for its atypical model: there is no recognized 
school or professional training, no representative trade union, no press card, 
even though the daily press alone has more than 20,000 employees working as 
reporters. 
In this well-documented book, the result of a � eld investigation in the o�  ces of 
one of the country’s largest newspapers, the author explores the functioning of 
a singular, yet typical model of work organization within 20th century Japanese 
capitalism. A model that is nowadays shaken by a crisis of vocations, the end of 
the anonymity of journalists and a decline in circulation in recent years, asking 
the question: could it be that the last empire of the press is dying out?

� is book was awarded the Okamatsu Prize of the French Society of Japanese 
Studies (2019) and the Shibusawa-Claudel Prize (2021).

“In this well-documented book, César Castellvi [...] makes an 

inventory of the Japanese press, thanks to which we understand 

both its strengths and its weaknesses at a time when information, 

which has become a vital issue in our societies, is accessible 

through multiple other channels.”

Zoom Japon, February 2022

César Castellvi (PhD) 
is an associate professor 

in Japanese studies at the 
University Paris Cité. He 

specializes in the sociology 
of media and journalism 

and the world of work and 
business in contemporary 
Japan. He is a member of 

the Center for Research on 
East Asian Civilizations 

as well as a member of 
the Japan Association for 

Media, Journalism and 
Communication Studies.
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Towards a New Theology in Islam
For a Polyphonic History

Constance Arminjon Hachem

Navigating between three poles (Egypt, Iran and Turkey), the author 
traces the doctrinal evolution of Islam in recent decades between 
expectations and a more modern alternative, identifying the key 
moments that organize the debate.

The numerous rea�  rmations of Muslim orthodoxy, as well as the many 
political and social expectations concerning a “reform” of the religion, 

conceal to a large extent the rhythm and motives of contemporary theological 
thought in Islam. � is survey, which situates the “new theology” in the long 
term, attempts to trace its development since the late 1980s. It highlights the key 
issues around which the re� ections of the main Egyptian, Iranian and Turkish 
theologians are organized - from Nasr Hâmid Abû Zayd and Hasan Hanafî, to 
Ömer Özsoy and Ilhami Güler, via Abd ol-Karîm Sorûsh, Mohammad Mojtahed 
Shabestarî, Mohsen Kadîwar and Mostafâ Malekiyân.
Proceeding to a critical inventory of religious knowledge, this constellation of 
authors contributes indeed to rede� ne faith and religious experience, to rethink 
the relations between Islam and other religions, and even to rede� ne the nature 
and the status of the Koran, proposing in this way various ways to refound 
dogmatics. � is polyphonic history is an erudite and fascinating dive into the 
doctrinal evolution of Islam in recent decades, and it succeeds in making us hear 
these new melodies within a still dominant classical line.

“More than a book, a library: Constance Arminjon Hachem gives us 

access to a whole body of Arabic and Persian literature that renews 

the way we look at the doctrinal evolution of Islam and makes 

room for the voices that, contrary to the discourse on the return to 

orthodoxy, make this religion evolve today.”

Thomas Hirsch, editor

Constance Arminjon 
Hachem, lecturer at the 
École Pratique des Hautes 
Études, pursues research on 
the currents of thought and 
institutions of contemporary 
Islam, in particular aspects 
of Shiite religious 
and political modernity.
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Animals in the World
Five Questions about Aristotle’s Biology

Pierre Pellegrin

� e author explores the links between Aristotle’s biological treatises 
and the whole of his work, thus initiating a “biological turn” in the 
approach to Aristotelian thought.

Author of a polymorphous work - from physics to politics, from logic to 
biology - Aristotle is a multiple scholar, driven by the ambition to describe 

and understand both the world down there, characterized by contingency, and 
the world of the stars, immutable and eternal. In the wake of the biological turn 
initiated some forty years ago, Pierre Pellegrin brings to the forefront zoology 
as it unfolds in the great biological treatises: the History of Animals, the Parts of 
Animals and the Generation of Animals.
� e questions of spontaneous generation, of hypothetical necessity, of the 
relations between the parts and their hierarchy or between genesis and structure 
are here taken up, situated and grasped according to their internal logic. Aristotle’s 
originality is particularly evident in his zoological enterprise, which had no 
precedent and only found a successor at the turn of the 19th century, when Georges 
Cuvier, in particular in his Lessons in Comparative Anatomy, took up his program, 
thus opening a new scienti� c � eld.
Beyond the relationship of the biological treatises to modern science - which 
animates, and sometimes misleads, current research - this investigation, nourished 
by an exceptional familiarity with the work of the Stagirite, allows us to highlight 
an “Aristotelian thought”, characterized by anti-reductionism, con� dence in 
sensitive knowledge and anti-empiricism. � is in-depth approach renews the 
understanding of Aristotle’s global approach and, in a way, revives it.

“A book for specialists but also for all those who want to 

understand the philosopher’s unique way of thinking.”

Le Monde des Livres, June 2022

Pierre Pellegrin is a 
philosopher and researcher at 
the CNRS. He is a specialist 

in ancient philosophy and 
the author, among others, 
of Endangered Excellence: 

On the Political Philosophy of 
Aristotle (Classiques Garnier, 

2017; published in English 
by State University of New 

York Press, 2020) and 
Aristote (PUF, 2022). He 

has also translated several of 
Aristotle’s treatises.
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Policies of Vulnerability
Marie Garrau

In her essay, Marie Garrau considers the notion of vulnerability in all 
its aspects, political, philosophical, sociological and moral in order to 
propose a more humane form of democracy.

In the last twenty years, the notion of vulnerability has become omnipresent 
in public debate and political discourse. � ere are countless references to 

“vulnerable” groups, populations or individuals. But what this vulnerability 
consists of ? And what are the moral and political implications? It is to these 
questions that this book is devoted to.
� inking about vulnerability requires navigating between several pitfalls. It is 
necessary to recognize that vulnerability is a common structure of existence, 
and as such universally shared, without, however, failing to take into account its 
di� erential variations and its unequal distribution, i.e. the fact that some people 
are rendered particularly vulnerable by certain types of social organization. 
Vulnerability must therefore be understood from a double perspective, 
philosophical and sociological. It will then be possible to de� ne a policy of 
vulnerability, aiming at the recognition of our common fragility and the � ght 
against the social processes that induce its intensi� cation.

Monaco Philosophical Encounters Prize 2019

“If the concept of vulnerability could be considered as a trifl e, 
this impressive sum of precision consecrates it as a fi eld of 
philosophical refl ection in its own right.”

Sciences humaines, November 2018

“It is thus to a dense and rich refl ection, philosophical and 
anthropological, that the author invites us, with humanity and rigor, 

it would be a shame to do without it.”

Le média social, July 2019

Marie Garrau is a lecturer 
in social and political 
philosophy at the University 
of Paris-Panthéon Sorbonne 
and a member of the 
Institute of Legal and 
Philosophical Sciences 
of the Sorbonne. Her 
current research focuses on 
contemporary conceptions 
of autonomy, power and 
domination. She has 
notably published Care and 
attention (PUF, 2014), and 
co-edited with Delphine 
Prévost The negative 
freedom (Hermann, 2018).
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The Amazonian Puzzle
Ethnic Categories and Social Mobilizations

Véronique Boyer

Indigenous, black or Indian: how do Amazonian populations de� ne 
themselves? What are the social e� ects of ethnic categorizations?

Many Amazonian populations are now taking advantage of the 1988 
Constitution to ask for recognition by the State as culturally di� erentiated 

social groups that are likely to enjoy speci� c territorial rights: either as “traditional 
populations”, “indigenous peoples” or “quilombola communities”, i.e. descendants 
of black maroons. Nevertheless, there are unexpected individual and collective 
circulations between these ethno-legal categories.
If the Indians or the quilombolas seem to be able to embody a “pure” type, the same 
cannot be said of the “traditional populations”, quali� ed by the dominant groups 
as caboclos, a notion associated with indolence, ignorance, superstition, resignation 
and indistinction of origins. � e populations that refuse this exogenous appellation 
sink into a kind of nominal invisibility despite the evidence of their presence.
� e book approaches this theme of identity repositioning starting from a singular 
case where, in an Amazonian village, three brothers consider in a distinct way 
their ethnic inscription in genealogies supposed, according to the administrative 
framework, to be excluded (one declares himself black, the other Indian and 
the third wants to be “the one and the other”). All three referred to a family 
“mixture” (mistura). In a way quite di� erent from the scholarly term “mestiçagem” 
or “miscigenação,” which implies the production of something new, “mixture” 
suggests accumulation without implying miscibility. � is conception is the 
basis for the exercise of a right to choose, for oneself and for one’s relatives, the 
particular traits relevant to a given moment of a collective social trajectory and 
to make them public.

Véronique Boyer is an 
anthropologist, director of 
research at the CNRS, and 

a specialist in Amazonian 
populations. She directs the 

laboratory “American Worlds. 
Societies, circulations, 

powers. XVe-XXIe siècles” at 
Paris-1. She is the author of 

Women and possession cults in 
Brazil (L'Harmattan, 2000).
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World-renowned 
anthropologist, recipient 
of the CNRS gold medal 
and the Alexander von 
Humboldt International 
Prize in Social Sciences, 
Maurice Godelier is the 
author of many classics in 
the � eld of anthropology, 
in particular � e Making 
of Great Men, � e 
Metamorphoses of Kinship 
and more recently � e 
Imagined, the Imaginary and 
the Symbolic.

The Taboo of Incest across Societies
Maurice Godelier

A re� ection that highlights the main teachings of anthropology on the 
social reality of incest.

What does incest consist of ? Is it universally prohibited? Does this 
prohibition concern only “biological” kinships or does it extend to 

various “social” kinships, such as those that are formed today in so-called blended 
families but which also exist in many other societies?
� is prohibition plays a fundamental role in the functioning of the multiple 
kinship systems studied throughout the world. But where does it come from? Can 
we think, with Claude Lévi-Strauss, that the prohibition of incest alone marks the 
passage from nature to culture? And how can we understand, then, the continuing 
tension between the proclaimed, institutionalized prohibition and the incestuous 
practice which, everywhere, remains?
Travelling through space and time, this re� ection highlights an essential fact, the 
spontaneously asocial and undi� erentiated character of human sexuality and the 
need for a social regulation of this spontaneity.

“One of the great qualities of L’Interdit de l’inceste à travers les 

sociétés, this small book written for a wide audience, is its clarity 

and its concern to stick to the essential.”

Lire Magazine littéraire, November 2021

“A brief and useful history of anthropologists’ explanations for a 

universal notion.”

Sciences humaines, June 2022
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Kant and the Ambivalence of the World
Michaël Fœssel

"� e enigma is precisely that it seems obvious that the world exists for us": it is this enigma 
that Kant confronts from his � rst writings. � roughout his work, the philosopher never 
ceases to specify the relationship to the world, whether from the point of view of sensitivity, 
knowledge or morality. He thus opens a new horizon for mankind, as "inhabitant of the 
world". In this book, Michaël Fœssel revisits the "house of Kant" in its nooks and crannies, 
and puts the rationality of the edi� ce to the test, in a fruitful confrontation between Kant, 
Husserl and Heidegger. A strong and invigorating reading.

Michaël Fœssel, professor of philosophy at the École Polytechnique, is notably the author, 
a� er works on Kant, of A� er the end of the world (Seuil, 2012), � e Time of Consolation 
(Seuil, 2015) and Red light district (PUF, 2022).

The Imagined, the Imaginary and the 

Symbolic
Maurice Godelier

Lévi-Strauss held that “the real, the symbolic and the imaginary” are three separate orders. 
Maurice Godelier demonstrates the contrary: the real is not separate from the symbolic 
and the imaginary. Godelier’s book goes to the strategic heart of the social sciences, for to 
examine the nature and role of the imaginary and the symbolic is also to attempt to account 
for the basic components of all societies and ultimately of human existence. And these 
aspects in turn shape our social and personal identity.

Maurice Godelier is a world-renowned anthropologist. Among the many honors he has 
received are the CNRS Gold Medal and the Alexander von Humboldt prize. His major 
works include � e Making of Great Men, � e Metamorphoses of Kinship, � e Enigma of the 
Gi� , and, more recently, Lévi-Strauss: A Critical Study of His � ought.

Women Astronomers
Yaël Nazé

Yaël Nazé retraces the career of a few important scientists who have one thing in common: 
their gender. � e book follows the pattern of major discoveries, each � eld giving rise to a 
description of the astronomical phenomena concerned and a story in which we � nd the 
great female � gures of astronomy.

Yaël Nazé is an astrophysicist specialising in massive stars and the author of several popular 
works, including Travelling in space (CNRS Éditions, 2013).

� e best of CNRS Editions' backlist in a paperback collection
Size: 11 x 18 cm
List price: 10 €
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History of Maritime Empires
Cyrille P. Coutansais

From the Phoenicians to the British colonists, from Carthage to Zanzibar, from Philip II 
of Spain to Napoleon, from the battle of Lepanto to the battle of Midway, and up to the 
American naval hyperpower, the life and death of maritime empires are presented here in a 
masterful fresco, with maps to support it.

Cyrille P. Coutansais is research director at the Centre for Strategic Marine Studies and a 
teacher at Sciences Politiques (maritime economy). He is the author of numerous works, in 
particular � e Atlas of Maritime Empires (translated into Chinese and Japanese) and Men 
and the Sea (translated into Chinese).

The End of a Great Division
Pierre Charbonnier

� e relationship between man and his social organization and the natural environment 
has long been studied in the context of an opposition between nature and society. But the 
ecological crisis invites us to question this division, and to reconsider the meaning of this 
divide. � e aim of this book is to shed light on the ambiguities of the modern relationship 
with nature, by re-reading from the point of view of nature this history marked by three 
works, Durkheim's � e Elementary Forms of the Religious Life, Lévi-Strauss' Wild � ought 
and Philippe Descola's Beyond Nature and Culture.

Pierre Charbonnier is a research fellow at the CNRS. His work focuses on the relationship 
between the social sciences and the environmental question, from both an epistemological 
and political point of view. He is the author of Affl  uence and Freedom (La Découverte, 2019; 
published by Polity Press in 2021) and Ecological culture (Presses de sciences Po, 2022).

World rights available
ISBN: 978-2-271-14261-0
300 pages | November 2022

World rights available
ISBN: 978-2-271-14223-8
192 pages | September 2022

World rights available
ISBN: 978-2-271-12621-4
320 pages | September 2022

Cholera
Haiti 2010-2018: History of a Disaster

Renaud Piarroux
Epidemiologist Renaud Piarroux traces his struggle to expose the responsibility of the 
United Nations in the cholera epidemic that killed tens of thousands of people in Haiti 
in 2011, less than a year a� er the devastating earthquake that hit the country. A gripping 
investigation into a political and scienti� c scandal.

Renaud Piarroux is a professor at the Faculty of Medicine of Sorbonne University, a 
researcher at the Institut Pierre Louis of Epidemiology and Public Health, and head of 
department at the Pitié-Salpêtrière Hospital.
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Sous la direction de

FRANCIS MESSNER

DICTIONNAIRE DU 
DROIT DES RELIGIONS

A Bourdieu reader: An International Approach
Directed by Gisèle Sapiro

An interdisciplinary and worldwide dictionary that updates the state of knowledge on 
the French sociologist in nearly 600 entries written by sociologists, political scientists, 
philosophers, historians, anthropologists, literary scholars... � e entries cover the concepts 
and currents of ideas with which the sociologist interacted, as well as his favorite authors and 
his relationships with his contemporaries, his works, the journals, editions, and associations 
he founded, the key events, and the main countries where his work was received. Biographical 
aspects, the groups he created, and his political commitments are also addressed.

Recipient of the CNRS Bronze Medal, Gisèle Sapiro is a study director at the School of 
Higher Studies in the Social Sciences and a member of the European Centre for Sociology 
and Political Science. 

Critical Dictionary of the Anthropocene
With 330 entries from "Bee" to "Wetland", written by 200 contributors, this multidisciplinary 
dictionary sheds light on old and new debates about the Anthropocene as well as a galaxy 
of concepts and notions that revolve around it, such as "catastrophe", "agro-ecology" or the 
media-friendly notion of "transition". A reference dictionary on a concept that has become 
unavoidable.

� is dictionary was coordinated by the Cynorhodon group of 16 geographers.

Dictionary of the Law of Religions
Directed by Francis Messner

From Europe to Asia, including the American continent, Africa and Oceania, this dictionary 
of the law of religion o� ers a complete panorama of the management of religion by public 
authorities, while shedding light on the relationships woven over the centuries between the 
confessional rights speci� c to each religion, national laws and international law.
� is dictionary is an indispensable guide to understanding the current evolution of religious 
practices and their consideration by religious authorities and public policies in light of 
contemporary legal pluralism.

Francis Messner is director of research at the CNRS. He is a specialist in the law of religions 
in Europe from a comparative and interdisciplinary perspective. He is notably co-director of 
the Treatise on the French Law of Religion.

39 € | 1000 pages | 17 x 24 cm
Published: October 2020

Rights sold in Arabic 
and Turkish

39 € | 944 pages | 17 x 24 cm
Published: June 2020

39 € | 790 pages | 17 x 24 cm
Published: December 2022
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Dictionary of Privateers and Pirates
Directed by Gilbert Buti & Philippe Hrodej

Buccaneers, freebooters, boardings, raids, sharing of catches, treasure hunts, cannonades... 
Privateers and pirates mark out maritime life with their exploits and populate our 
imagination. From the Yellow Sea of China to the waters of the Caribbean, the 600 entries 
in this historical dictionary bring to life these colorful characters, from the most emblematic 
to those forgotten by history.

Gilbert Buti is a specialist in maritime economies and coastal societies in the Mediterranean 
in modern times. Philippe Hrodej is a specialist in the history of colonial trade and 
freebooters in the modern era.

History of European Literature
Directed by A. Benoit-Dusausoy, G. Fontaine, 
J. Jedrzejewski, T. Muhidine

� e result of the collaboration of more than 200 European academics, critics and writers, 
this major survey of European literature from antiquity to the present day will be of interest 
to scholars and students alike who wish to situate the works in their time. Period by period, 
each one o� ers a European tour, a focus on a genre of the time, and the evocation of a handful 
of leading authors. � is third edition is enriched by a chapter dedicated to the writing of the 
21st century, composed of short portraits of today's writers.

� is book is edited by Annick Benoit-Dusausoy, professor of French literature at the 
Lycée Saint-Louis in Paris, Guy Fontaine, creator of the European writers' residence villa 
Marguerite Yourcenar, Jan Jedrzejewski, professor of English and comparative literature at 
the University of Ulster and Timour Muhidine, lecturer in Turkish language and literature 
at INALCO.

Ecology and Geography
Philippe Pelletier

� e analysis of the intersecting history of these two disciplines from the beginning of 
the 19th  century to the present day allows us to discover both their relationship, o� en 
tumultuous, and their social or political function. It explains why, from the second half of the 
twentieth century onwards, ecology took precedence over geography in the environmental 
approach, signalling the triumph of the "living" over the "social" or the "spatial".
From Malthus to the Meadows report, via Elisée Reclus and John Muir, a synthesis of 
150 years of re� ection and debate on environmental issues.

Author of numerous books and articles on Japan and geography, Philippe Pelletier is 
professor emeritus of geography at the Université Lumière-Lyon 2 and has notably co-edited 
the Critical Dictionary of the Anthropocene (CNRS Éditions, 2020).

39 € | 1200 pages | 17 x 24 cm
Published: October 2021
English edition 
under publication

20 € | 592 pages | 17 x 24 cm
Published: October 2022

15 € | 1008 pages | 13 x 19 cm
Published: June 2021
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"La Documentation photographique": a journal published by CNRS Editions
Every two months, a new issue presents a question of history or geography 
analyzed by a specialist of the subject.
• An educational and well-documented approach
• An accessible and precise summary of the subject in ten pages
• Twenty-three double-pages of documents commented by the author (photographs, 

computer graphics, works of art, maps, texts, etc.).

Size: 21 x 29,7 cm
Pages: 64

List price: 9,90 €

Byzantium
The Emperor, the Empire, the State

Éric Limousin

For a long time, it was di�  cult to situate Byzantium in the � eld of historical 
discipline. Ancient or medieval history? Western or Eastern?

� e Byzantine Empire shares many characteristics with the Eastern and Muslim 
world: the city is at the center of the organization of society, and the emperor's 
mission is to establish a universal power. Like the Western kingdoms of the early 
Middle Ages, it took on a Roman-Christian heritage and transformed it, but it 
stood out by maintaining a strong state, embodied by the emperor.

Éric Limousin is a lecturer 
in medieval history at the 

University of Bretagne Sud.

2 documentation photographique

Éric Limousin

Maître de conférences 

en histoire médiévale à 

l’Université Bretagne Sud 

UMR 8167 Monde Byzantin

LE POINT SUR

Hartmann Schedel, Chronique de Nuremberg, 1493, Bavarian State Library © Library of Congress  

Pendant dix siècles, de 324 à 1453, l’Empire 
byzantin prolonge l’Empire romain. Il hérite de 
transformations profondes apparues dans les 
derniers siècles de Rome sous l’effet de l’affirma-
tion du christianisme ainsi que de la pression des 
peuples barbares et de l’empire perse aux fron-
tières. Au cours de la grande crise du iiie siècle, 
pour la première fois, l’Empire est divisé entre ses 
parties orientale et occidentale afin de mieux en 
assurer la défense.

Au début du ive siècle, la prise de pouvoir par 
Constantin (306-337) marque une rupture. Si ce 
dernier revient au principe d’un empereur unique, 
il réoriente la politique religieuse de l’Empire. Pre-
nant acte du développement quasi irréversible du 
christianisme, peut-être aussi de l’échec inéluc-
table de la persécution, Constantin fait le choix 
d’un pouvoir romain christianisé. En cela, il pose 
les jalons de la lente transformation de l’Empire 
romain en Empire byzantin. Le 11 mai 330, il fonde 
également Constantinople, que ses successeurs 
s’attacheront à développer. 

L’alternance entre pouvoir unifié et partagé 
entre deux empereurs parcourt tout le ive siècle. 
La partition de l'Empire romain est adoptée défini-
tivement à la mort de l'empereur Théodose, en 395.

Si la fin de l'empire byzantin est aisée à dater, 
sa naissance l'est moins car le passage de l'empire 
romain à Byzance est une lente transformation 
qui débute avec le règne de Constantin – nouvelle  

capitale et choix du christianisme – et celui d'Hé-
raclius (610-641) ou Constantin IV (668-685) – nou-
velle organisation administrative.

Étudier Byzance, c’est faire l’histoire des ten-
sions politiques entre romanité et christianisme, 
qui construisent progressivement la figure de 
l’empereur. Dans le même temps, la question de 
la défense de l’Empire demeure fondamentale et 
structure l’ensemble de la vie politique. Tout au 
long du millénaire que dure l’histoire byzantine, 
sans cesse, les empereurs doivent faire face aux 
crises internes du christianisme, mais également 
aux dangers extérieurs. Les adversaires changent, 
mais le problème stratégique de l’Empire central 
ne se modifie guère : à l’est, aux Perses succèdent 
les Arabes puis les Turcs ; à l’ouest, aux Goths 
succèdent les Avars, les Slaves, les Bulgares. La 
permanence de ces dangers extérieurs concomi-
tants oblige l’Empire à maintenir une force armée 
considérable.

De Constantin, dans la première moitié du 
ive siècle, à Justinien (527-565), les réponses 
prennent encore une forme “romaine”. La recon-
quête conduite par Justinien le montre jusqu’à la 
caricature. La grande crise qui démarre avec Héra-
clius, au début du viie siècle, fait entrer l’Empire 
dans un temps plus byzantin dans sa forme et dans 
ses principes. Les guerres contre les Perses puis les 
Arabes favorisent l’émergence d’un modèle poli-
tique et administratif solide, centré sur le contrôle 

18 documentation photographique

L’EMPEREUR

DP 8148 / BYZANCE 

Un pouvoir romain
Traditionnellement présentée comme 

la seconde Rome, Constantinople est 

le siège du pouvoir impérial byzantin. 

L’empereur, à l’origine magistrat romain 

et général victorieux, est présent dans 

sa capitale physiquement et symboli-

quement. Souvent visible, à la différence 

du calife, il détient la basileia, pouvoir en 

théorie délégué par le peuple.

Dès la fondation de Constantinople en 
324, sur le site de Byzance, Constantin (306-
337) modifie la topographie de la ville pour 
rappeler celle de Rome. Une série de bâti-
ments publics installe le pouvoir impérial 
dans le paysage monumental. L’extrémité 
de la péninsule illustre parfaitement 
cette situation. Autour de l’Augoustaion, 
ancienne agora de Byzance, se répartissent 
les marqueurs du pouvoir romain: le Sénat 
et plus tard Sainte-Sophie, le Grand Palais 
et l’Hippodrome. Alors que le palais n’est 
pas accessible à la population, l’Hippo-
drome, équivalent du Circus Maximus, 
est intégré aux cérémonies impériales. Il 
sert de lieu de rencontre entre le palais 
et la ville. L’empereur s’y tient devant 
son peuple et expose son pouvoir aux 
yeux de tous. Pouvant contenir 50 000 
spectateurs, soit la population entière de 
Constantinople à certaines périodes, il est 
le lieu des courses de chars, mais aussi 
de toutes sortes de spectacle : exposition 
d’une girafe au xie siècle, distribution de 
nourriture lors de l’anniversaire de la 
ville. Les citoyens, regroupés en dèmes, 
organisent des courses qui connaissent 
un immense succès aux ve et vie siècles. 
Jusqu’au xie siècle, l’empereur, invité par 
la population, continue de se montrer au 
peuple comme l’incarnation de la sacralité 
chrétienne, mais également de la puis-
sance romaine. Malgré tous les efforts de 
la littérature chrétienne, cette résistance 

des structures idéologiques romaines est 
assumée par le pouvoir impérial.

Des trois pouvoirs représentant théori-
quement le populus, que sont le Sénat, le 
peuple et l’armée, cette dernière a le plus 
souvent le dernier mot. S’il n’est pas l’héri-
tier du précédent par filiation ou adoption, 
le nouvel empereur est souvent issu d’un 
coup d’État militaire. Dans le psautier de 
Basile II, il est représenté en soldat, ce qui 
est exceptionnel. Cette image réunit tous 
les canons de la symbolique romaine: les 
sandales pourpres, le piédestal, l’uniforme, 
la lance et l’épée. À ses pieds, les Bulgares 
vaincus, prosternés vers le sol, pratiquent 
la proskynèse. Seule entorse à l’iconogra-
phie romaine, l’empereur est couronné par 
les Archanges, entouré de saints militaires 
et placé sous la protection supérieure du 
Christ.

Le Livre des Cérémonies, compilé à la 
demande de Constantin VII Porphyrogénète 
(913-959) dans la seconde moitié du 
xe siècle, décrit à l’attention de ses succes-
seurs le déroulement d’un triomphe impé-
rial. Après avoir traversé la ville depuis la 
Porte Dorée jusqu’au Palais, en emprun-
tant l’artère principale, la Mésè, toujours 
visible dans l’Istanbul turque, l’empereur 
déambule d’abord dans le palais pour y 
recevoir l’hommage des fonctionnaires 
civils, comme le logothète, ou militaire 
comme le domestique et les stratèges. Puis 
il est célébré par le patriarche et le clergé 
de Sainte-Sophie. Enfin, seul, il rejoint son 
armée sur le Forum de Constantin, lieu 
impérial par excellence, pour recevoir le 
triomphe du peuple. Les Saracènes (autre 
nom des Arabes), vaincus, subissent l’hu-
miliation rituelle de la calcatio. L’empereur 
met son pied sur leurs têtes, rappelant 
qu’ils doivent, comme ses sujets, se sou-
mettre au pouvoir universel romain. Si les 

acclamations populaires laissent aussi une 
place à un vocabulaire et à des thèmes 
chrétiens, elles se terminent par une série 
diablement romaine qui place le territoire 
et la population sous la protection du pou-
voir impérial victorieux. Les victoires sont 
essentielles au bonheur du peuple romain, 
c’est-à-dire au corps civique, à la politeia, 
qui a délégué à l’empereur sa basileia, à 
charge pour lui d’assurer la prospérité et la 
conservation ou l’extension de l’oikouménè, 
le monde dominé par Rome.

Le Livre des Cérémonies fait état de 
variantes proposées aux empereurs : en 
832, Théophile (829-842) encercle méta-
phoriquement la ville, ce qui est tout à 
fait romain, alors que Basile Ier (867-886) 
va de sanctuaires en monastères, ten-
tant une synthèse entre les exigences du 
cérémonial romain et son rôle de refon-
dateur d’une romanité chrétienne après 
l’iconoclasme.

Ainsi, détenteur d’un pouvoir d’essence 
romaine, l’empereur affirme périodique-
ment l’originalité de sa basileia, en théorie 
concédée par le peuple civique: cette pos-
ture idéologique permet aux défenseurs 
de l’idée impériale de s’affranchir de la 
tutelle religieuse que l’Église tente de lui 
imposer. Dans la personne de l’empereur 
se combinent et s’affrontent une légitimité 
romaine, civique et quelquefois païenne, 
et une légitimité chrétienne, incontestée, 
mais parfois pesante, car ne dépendant 
pas seulement de la propagande impériale.
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L’empereur et  
les aristocrates

À l’instar du comitatus de Constantin, 
un cercle réduit de proches assiste l’em-
pereur dans son gouvernement. Ils sont 
issus de sa parenté impériale, sont des 
eunuques de l’administration palatiale 
ou encore des membres de familles de 
l’aristocratie enrichies à son service. Tout 
le problème politique consiste à intégrer 
plus ou moins efficacement l’ensemble 
des familles aristocratiques pour s’assurer 
de leur soutien.

Les aristocrates ont vocation à servir 
l’empereur pour obtenir la gloire et la 
richesse, comme l’indique Kékauménos, 
écrivain du xie siècle, et lui-même aristo-
crate. En font partie des familles anciennes 
fortes de leur eugeneia, et d’autres plus 
modestes, comptant sur leur talent pour 
s’élever socialement, grâce à la méri-
tocratie mise en avant par Léon  VI. Ce 
mélange des aristocraties favorise la 
concurrence entre les familles. Les empe-
reurs peuvent choisir les serviteurs à la fois 
les plus zélés, les plus fidèles et les plus 
compétents. Ils favorisent l’émergence 
de nouvelles familles, qui intégreront 
par la suite le monde de l’aristocratie. Ils 
cherchent aussi à absorber, à assimiler 
les rivaux possibles. Lorsque la riche 
veuve Danélis arrive à Constantinople 
avec tout son équipage, c’est à l’invitation 
de Basile  Ier, qui cherche à contrôler sa 
richesse et sa puissance sociale dans le 
Péloponnèse. Le train de vie et la fortune 
de la veuve surprennent. “Amollie par ses 
richesses, elle se coucha sur une litière” 
(Théophane), que trois cents serviteurs 
portèrent à tour de rôle. Les miniatures 
peinent à représenter la centaine d’eu-
nuques, les brodeuses et les pièces de 
tissus précieux, les vases d’argent et d’or. 
Devenue la “mère de l’empereur” et son 
fils Jean le frère spirituel de Basile, elle voit 

ses biens mobiliers et fonciers passer du 
patrimoine familial au patrimoine impérial 
en moins d’une génération. Léon VI, fils de 
Basile Ier et héritier de Danélis, récupère 
quatre-vingts domaines fonciers dans le 
Péloponnèse et trois mille esclaves, qu’il 
doit affranchir. La dynastie macédonienne 
pratique de même avec la famille Phocas, 
en lui accordant de nombreux comman-
dements militaires au cours du xe siècle. 
Elle la maintient toutefois à l’écart de la 
famille impériale.

L’empereur accorde les fonctions 
et les dignités, mais il dispense égale-
ment des richesses. Pour les obtenir, les 
familles doivent participer au système 
curial, même si Kékauménos, expert en 
la matière, se méfie des dérives possibles 
et conseille la prudence à ses lecteurs, 
d’autres aristocrates de cour. Dans ce 
système d’autocontrôle, l’accès direct 
(parrhèsia) à l’empereur ou à son entourage 
est primordial pour que les louanges ou 
les calomnies soient efficaces. Le système 
curial régule les carrières et explique 
les grâces et les disgrâces soudaines qui 
marquent l’histoire politique byzantine. 
Une fois nommé, seule une fidélité sans 
faille à l’empereur permet de conserver 
sa place. Les aristocrates en poste peuvent 
bénéficier de la manne fiscale et le service 
de l’empereur est bien plus rentable que la 
simple gestion de ses biens.

En accordant au fils de Danèlis, la 
dignité de protospathaire, Basile Ier assure 
la présence de partisans de l’empereur 
dans le Péloponnèse. Avant la fin du 
xiie siècle, aucune famille ne songe à se 
rendre autonome sur le territoire impérial. 
L’objectif des familles aristocratiques n’est 
pas d’éliminer la famille régnante mais de 
l’intégrer pour s’y agréger voire s’y subs-
tituer, comme les Lécapène au xe siècle 

ou les Paphlagoniens au xie siècle. Dans 
la seconde moitié du xie siècle, la puis-
sante famille anatolienne de Romain  IV 
Diogénès parvient par une habile poli-
tique matrimoniale à se lier à toutes les 
familles aristocratiques qui ont réussi à 
placer l’un d’entre eux sur le trône impé-
rial, obtenant ainsi une présence à la cour 
plus solide et le soutien d’autres familles. 
Dans les périodes d’instabilité dynastique, 
les alliances matrimoniales assurent, au 
moins temporairement, la cohésion des 
familles et la possibilité d’un enracinement 
durable. La concurrence pour le trône entre 
les porphyrogénètes Diogénès et Doukas 
explique en partie la trahison de ces der-
niers le 26 août 1071 lors de la bataille de 
Mantzikert contre les Seldjoukides et le 
coup d’État qui renverse Romain IV au 
profit du jeune Michel VII.

Les aristocrates sont donc indispen-
sables aux empereurs. Ils l’aident à gou-
verner car ils contrôlent les populations de 
l’Empire par leur richesse et leur puissance 
sociale. Cependant, ils constituent aussi 
une menace pour la stabilité politique, 
lorsque le pouvoir impérial ne parvient 
pas à redistribuer de manière équilibrée 
les richesses fiscales.

Usages et dangers de la cour 

impériale

Si tu sers l’empereur, fais attention. Garde 

chaque jour devant tes yeux et les calom-

nies contre toi, et ta chute car tu ignores ce 

que l’on complote dans ton dos. Même si 

tu es le premier des hommes de l’empereur, 

rabaisse-toi et ne prends aucune liberté de 

parole : la gloire et le loisir de parler librement 

créent des jaloux. Quand viendra le moment 

de parler franchement, fais-le calmement et 

avec douceur. Ne jalouse personne, ne garde 

rancune envers personne : les chemins de la 

rancune mènent à la mort. (…).

Si la conversation tombe sur l’empereur ou 

l’impératrice, au lieu de t’exprimer, retire-toi. 

J’en ai vu plusieurs plongés dans les ennuis 

pour cette raison. L’imbécile parle comme par 

jeu, ou avec duplicité, et ensuite se retourne 

contre toi et te calomnie comme si c’était toi 

qui avais proféré de tels propos. (…) Si c’est 

à toi que l’empereur confie toutes les affaires, 

et si c’est par ta bouche que s’exerce son 

pouvoir, ne t’enorgueillis pas et ne méprise 

pas le souverain. Les hommes ambitionnent 

de s’élever à ce niveau ; certains y sont par-

venus par leurs grandes capacités, ou par leur 

zèle, ou par grâce divine, et en fin de compte 

gagnés par l’indolence et tombés dans l’arro-

gance, ils ont péri. (…) Tiens-toi loin des ban-

quets, car on y fait nombre de bavardages et 

de ragots. Je sais bien que si tu observes ce 

conseil, on te moquera comme insociable et 

avare, mais il vaut mieux cela que d’aller au 

banquet ou d’en organiser et que l’on aille 

t’accuser devant l’empereur, disant que le 

banquet a eu lieu à ses dépens, ou encore, si 

tu prononces quelque discours insensé, d’être 

blâmé par les convives.

Prends soin d’avoir une connaissance très 

exacte des affaires de la capitale, de façon que 

rien ne t’échappe ; tu dois avoir des espions 

dans chaque recoin, partout, dans toutes les 

corporations, afin que lorsqu’une intrigue 

quelconque se prépare, tu puisses le savoir. 

De la même manière rien ne doit t’échapper 

de ce qui se passe à dans les provinces.

Kékauménos, Conseils et récits, XIe siècle, 

éd. B. Wassilievsky, Saint-Pétersbourg, 

1896, trad. P. Odorico, Toulouse, 2015.

Le séjour à Constantinople de la riche veuve Danélis
Jean Skylitzès, Synopsis historiarum, parchemin enluminé, “Le séjour à Constantinople de la riche veuve Danélis”, vers 1150-1175.  
© Bibliothèque nationale d’Espagne

Les alliances matrimoniales des Diogénès
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impérial par excellence, pour recevoir le 
triomphe du peuple. Les Saracènes (autre 
nom des Arabes), vaincus, subissent l’hu
miliation rituelle de la . L’empereur 
met son pied sur leurs têtes, rappelant 
qu’ils doivent, comme ses sujets, se sou
mettre au pouvoir universel romain. Si les 
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de l’Anatolie. Seules les transformations profondes 
du monde méditerranéen et proche-oriental – le 
retour des Latins, l’émergence des Turcs – modi-

fient les grands équilibres, transforment peu à peu 
le monde byzantin et lui font perdre son rôle cen-
tral dans les échanges politiques et économiques.

LA MISE EN PLACE DE L’EMPIRE 
ROMAIN CHRÉTIEN

Le moment Constantin (306-337)

Si Constantin, fils du tétrarque Constance Chlore, 
prend le pouvoir par un coup d’État militaire en 306 
à York, il cherche ensuite jusqu’en 324, d’une part à 
réunifier l’Empire romain en éliminant ses concur-
rents (Maxence en 312, Licinius en 324), et d’autre 
part à légitimer son pouvoir en faisant le choix du 
christianisme. Rompant avec la tradition romaine 
de l’indifférence ou de la persécution, le discours 
politique inclut désormais des éléments chrétiens : 
l’épisode du “songe de Constantin” avant la bataille 
du Pont Milvius de 312 inaugure une propagande 
favorable au christianisme. Apparu en rêve à l’em-
pereur avant la bataille, le chrisme orne désormais 
les boucliers et le labarum des armées romaines. 
Le choix de la tolérance avec l’Édit de Milan en 312, 
la présence d’un évêque lors de la fondation de 
Constantinople, confirment ce choix politique. À 
cet usurpateur, marqué également par l’exécution 
de sa femme et de son fils, l’Église chrétienne offre 
une autre légitimité fondée sur le lien entre un 
seul Dieu et un seul empereur. Son baptême, avéré 
seulement sur son lit de mort, entérine ce choix.

Constantin double son discours en faveur du 
christianisme d’une volonté de refonder Rome. 
Il se présente en restaurateur de la Respublica et 
la fondation de Constantinople l’illustre parfaite-
ment. Avec deux Rome, l’Empire est de nouveau 
équilibré, et le pouvoir impérial restauré assure la 
sécurité de la population. Rompant avec la poli-
tique antérieure, Constantin respecte le Sénat en 
augmentant le nombre de sénateurs à Rome et 
à Constantinople, sans toutefois leur accorder 
plus de pouvoir. Avec lui, se met en place une 
monarchie théocratique. En effet, si Constantin  
demeure un magistrat et porte le titre de Pontifex 

maximus  comme ses prédécesseurs du Haut-Em-
pire, il ne conserve que le modèle religieux du Sol 

Invictus, divinité solaire populaire chez les mili-
taires, préfiguration du choix du monothéisme. 
Dans la titulature comme dans les représenta-
tions, l’empereur cumule la sacralité héritée des 
pratiques politiques romaines traditionnelles et 
celle issue du christianisme. Il est un quasi-évêque 
et se fait qualifier de mimétès christou, d’“image du 
Roi des Rois”, d’imitateur du Christ.

Du fait des résistances de l’Église, la christiani-
sation du pouvoir impérial a été lente et les deux 
traditions, chrétienne et païenne, se maintiennent 
jusque dans les années 360-370. Ainsi l’Église 
refuse la sanctification de Constantin. En outre, 
l’organisation du mausolée des Saints-Apôtres, où 

l’empereur est placé au milieu des apôtres, doit 
être modifiée par son successeur pour faire cesser 
le scandale.

Seule la monnaie a été profondément réformée 
par Constantin. Ses victoires militaires, les 
quelques confiscations, les nouveaux impôts 
comme le chrysargyre, perçu sur les échanges 
commerciaux, fournissent le stock d’or et d’argent 
métal qui permet la frappe d’une nouvelle monnaie 
d’or : le nomisma/solidus, qui remplace l’aureus forte-
ment déprécié. Son poids (4,55 gr) et son aloi (95 %) 
lui assurent une stabilité jusqu’au xie siècle et il sert 
de monnaie internationale pendant des siècles. 
Pour le reste, Constantin est l’habile continuateur 
des réformes précédentes. Il poursuit la réforme 
militaire qui prévoit des troupes mobiles capables 
d’intervenir en cas de franchissement du limes. Il 
autorise l’installation de fédérés germaniques sur 
les territoires de l’Empire, principalement en Occi-
dent. L’administration centrale se met en place, à 
côté du consistoire chargé de la gestion de l’État. 
La chambre (cubiculum/koiton) en charge du service 
personnel de l’empereur joue un rôle politique 
croissant auprès de l’empereur, en particulier lors 
des moments de faiblesse que sont les régences 
et les crises de succession.

Assurer la sécurité de l’Empire

La menace barbare est permanente, mais moins 
présente en Orient qu’en Occident, la frontière 
du Danube étant plus solidement tenue. À la fin 
du ive siècle, l’avancée des Huns précipite contre 
le limes de nombreux peuples germaniques. 
Face à cette pression, en 376, l’empereur établit 
en Thrace des Goths, chrétiens ariens, comme 
fédérés, mais les mauvaises conditions qui leur 

Un pouvoir chrétien
Solidus de Valentinien Ier, portrait 

de l’empereur au recto ; au verso,  

l’empereur portant le labarum 

orné d'un chrisme.

© Historical Picture Archive/Alamy
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Le triomphe impérial

Ce qu’il faut faire lorsqu’un triomphe à la suite 
d’une victoire est célébré au Forum avec pro-
cession

À l’aube, tous les membres du Sénat se pré-
sentent en tenue de cérémonie ; (…) ils des-
cendent au Grand Consistoire  où le reçoivent à 
nouveau non seulement les dignitaires susdits , 
mais aussi les gens des bureaux (…). Au milieu 
du Consistoire se tient le prôtostratôr  de l’em-
pereur, portant la lance impériale, surmontée 
de l’oriflamme représentant la précieuse et 
vivifiante Croix, gage de victoire ; il marche en 
tête, à proximité de l’empereur.

Immédiatement précédé, comme il a été dit, 
par le prôtostratôr qui porte son oriflamme, 
l’empereur monte au Forum avec sa propre 
procession ; il monte vers les degrés, là où se 
dresse le socle de marbre de la croix, et se tient 
à cet endroit. Puis le patriarche monte à son 
tour avec sa propre procession (…) Ensuite, le 
protonotaire du Drome  s’en va chercher là-bas 
les prisonniers, les conduit au milieu du Forum 
et les place un à un, selon la disposition du lieu. 
Aussitôt, le chantre entonne, avec la mélodie, 
l’hymne triomphale (…) quand le chant est 
entièrement achevé, le logothète du Drome  
prend aussitôt les chefs des Saracènes , avec 
le domestique des scholes  et les stratèges  
qui ont participé à l’expédition, (…), et il les 
conduit devant l’empereur. Le logothète ainsi 
que le domestique des scholes, prennent le 
chef, autrement dit le premier émir, et placent 
sa tête sous les pieds de l’empereur. De son 
pied droit, l’empereur foule sa tête, tandis 
que le prôtostratôr met sur sa nuque la lance 
impériale – que l’empereur tient dans sa main 
droite. Tous les prisonniers tombent aussitôt 
face à terre, tandis que les gardes renversent 
les lances avec oriflamme qu’ils tiennent. (…)

La foule criant quarante fois le “Seigneur, aie 
pitié !”. À nouveau la prière d’inclination de la 
tête ayant eu lieu, les prisonniers se relèvent, 
de même que celui que l’empereur foule aux 
pieds. Quant aux démotes  des deux factions, 
aux hommes de l’arithmos, aux rameurs de 
l’équipage impérial et aux chantres, ils se 
tiennent, selon le protocole, en face des sou-
verains, ils lancent les ovations suivantes :

“Nombreuses années aux empereurs !”, par 
trois fois.
“Aux empereurs promus par Dieu, nom-
breuses années !”, par trois fois.
(…) “Qu’augmente la foi des chrétiens !”, par 
trois fois.
“Qu’augmente l’Empire des Romains !”, par 
trois fois.
Nous sommes les serviteurs des empereurs !”, 
par trois fois.

Constantin VII, Le Livre des Cérémonies, 

II, 19, Tome III, Xe siècle, trad. G. Dagron, 

CFHB 52/3, Paris, ACHCByz, 2020.

Les marqueurs du pouvoir romain

La représentation de l’empereur
Psautier de Basile II, manuscrit enluminé byzantin, ca. 1017, 29,5 × 30,5 cm, Biblioteca Marciana, Venise
© Wikimedia Commons
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